       EYE and DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Eye and Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Thursday 18th October 2001 commencing at 7.45pm.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:

Mr D Jackson (Chairman), Mrs E Timms, Mr R Emmanuel, Mr C. Jensen, and Mr D Woodward, Mrs C Viney (County Councillor)

Apologies:

Mr H Kemp (District Councillor)

Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th September 2001 were read, agreed and signed.

01/117 Matters arising from the minutes
An emergency repair of the standpipe at Playhatch allotments has been authorised.

An acknowledgement from the US Embassy has been received in response to our letter of condolence over the attack of September 11th.

Mr Woodward has agreed to be on Ringmaster for the Countrywatch scheme.

01/118
County Councillor’s Report
The County Councillor had no report to present at this time but was in attendance to gain information about the main matters of concern to the Parish Council.

01/119
District Councillor’s Report
~-n,nttt

WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE

The Clerk will have received a notice from SODC advising you of a forthcoming change to the Waste collection services. This is at present operated by SITA who have proved unsatisfactory over recent months and have also advised the Council that they are finding the contract unprofitable. This is in spite of having submitted a competitive tender for the Contract and having been asked by the Council if they to confirm their price again prior to having been officially awarded the Contract. This they did, in writing. They have not been carrying out the contract on the agreed terms and have failed repeatedly.

They have also failed to provide the new refuse collection vehicles which were provided for under the contract. They Council have tried to negotiate with them to no avail and were left with no alternative but to give them notice to terminate the contract as from 11 November 2001. A new contractor, Grundon’s will be appointed and commence collections as from 12 November 2001. Additionally, the council has appointed a top firm of contract lawyers to act for them and legal action is being taken in order to pursue our claim for substantial damages against SITA.  Although additional costs will accrue to the Council as a result of this action, it is not anticipated that there will be a consequent increase in Council tax in the coming year. The Council tax would have risen in any event under normal circumstances, but this will not reflect any increase in refuse collection costs. Any additional costs to the Council in that respect will be provided for from other funds available to the Council.

An information sheet has been given to your clerk with further details of the situation and the Council has sent a few posters for public exhibition to the clerk. An announcement/press release will also appear in the local press on Friday 26 October.
COMMUNITY FORUM

The Community Forum due to have been held at Sonning Common Village Hall on Monday next 29th October has been postponed due to a District Council by-election taking place at Sonning Common next week. An alternative date will be announced shortly.
PLANNING APPEAL re BISHOPSLAND FARM

As you are aware, the Council has issued an Enforcement Notice against Arthur Butler (Builder) Ltd in connection with various breaches of Planning regulations and their decision to ignore the Council's Refusal of their recent Planning Applications for the above site. They are currently (illegally) using it as builders' store and yard, and have also carried out various building works without consent. If anyone from the Parish Council wishes to speak at the appeal hearing, this will take place at 10;00am on Tuesday 27 November at Brunner Hall, Greys Road, Henley. Anyone registering to speak on the day, prior to the commencement of the hearing, would normally be able to do so.
01/120
Financial situation



Receipts



Parish Histories
£34=00



Garden refuse sacks
£6=50



Bank balances  
1st October 2001




Current

£1661=07



Savings
£12602=79



The September instalment of the precept has been paid.  £3850=00



A donation of £1500=00 from the Village Hall Management Committee is acknowledged with thanks.

01/121
Planning Matters

New Application

P01/S0856/LB

The Mill at Sonning Eye Ltd, Sonning Eye

Installation of a siphonic water turbine 


           SHOULD BE APPROVED

Planning Permission Granted

P01/S0532


Folley Lake West, Henley Road Caversham

Use of lake for water-skiing






With 3 conditions

P01/S0718


2 Spring Lane Cottage, Sonning Eye

Two storey extension to rear






With 5 conditions

P01/S0621


Playhatch Farmhouse, Playhatch

Demolition of existing rear bays and replacement with portico, demolition of existing side wing and replacement with new two storey side wing, two storey side wing, single storey side extensions, demolition of existing store and replacement with new garage with studio over.












With 6 conditions

P01/S0735


Thames Water pumping station, Henley Road, Playhatch

Upgrading of existing telecommunications site.  Replacement of 15m high tower with 17.5m high tower, additional head frame containing 6 dual polar antennae and two dishes and associated ground based works.





With 3 conditions


Planning application withdrawn

P00/S1027


Land off Henley Road, Caversham, Eye and Dunsden

Erection of 130 dwellings (within Reading Borough), associated access road and flood compensation works.

01/122
Eye and Dunsden Village Hall


An indoor car boot sale is to be held monthly during the winter on the third Sunday in the month.  Bonfire night will be Friday 3rd November at 7.00pm on a Halloween theme and it was proposed by Mr Jackson and seconded by Mr Emmanuel that the sum of £175 will be given to the Village Hall Management Committee towards the cost of fireworks. Blackout blinds are to be installed in the Palmer room as is a radiant heater.  The Chairman requires the deeds to be removed from the safety deposit box in Lloyds in Reading for inspection.

01/123
The future of the Parish


The Chairman has been in discussion with Mr S Lake of SODC over the future of the parish.  The changeover will take place on the 1st April 2003 and elections for the new parish councils will take place on 1st May 2003.  SODC will run the Binfield Parish for the interim month.  A parish meeting cannot run the parish and if there are insufficient nominations then SODC will appoint councillors.  SODC suggest that the precept can be maintained at the present level in order to run the parish – it is calculated that this will give Eye and Dunsden the highest Council tax in South Oxfordshire.  If the council tax is kept at the present level then economies will have to be made in the running of the parish.  The matter of councillor allowances must also be taken into consideration for costings made for 2003.  Mr Lake is available to address the council next year if required.

01/124 Queens Jubilee


Binfield Heath Village day on 3rd and 4th June will be used as a celebration.  It was suggested that the occasion should be marked with the issue of a suitable item of china and this would be costed.

01/125 Parking in Heath Drive


The matter of parking seems to have subsided somewhat but the erection of a street light by SOHA is now causing concern.  SOHA will be asked to inform the Council of such plans in advance.

01/126 Skips


The last skip was cancelled on the morning that it was due to arrive.  There are no dates for future skips after the end of November.

01/127
The Annual Dinner


This is confirmed as the 11th December at the Shoulder of Mutton.

01/128 Yearly rota for meetings dates


The 3rd Thursday in every month except August and December was agreed.

01/129Accounts for payment



It was proposed by Mr Jensen, seconded by Mr Emmanuel and agreed that the following should be paid.  













£

	DR Hepburn
	  Salary and expenses
	463.80

	Inland Revenue
	   Parish Clerk
	94.54

	Thames Water
	Playhatch
	9.91

	Henley CAB
	Donation
	50.00

	Eye and Dunsden Village Hall
	Hire
	15.00

	Royal British Legion
	Wreath
	35.00

	Peter Prickett
	Sonning Eye; Fence, Brush removal, New gate post 
	487.21

	
	TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS
	1155.46


01/130 Correspondence


A variety of leaflets, reports etc. received from OCC, SODC and a number of other organisations, and listed by the clerk, were made available to the Parish Council.

01/131
Matters raised by members of the public



None

01/132
Any other business


A traffic-calming scheme was proposed for Playhatch including gates and rumble strips.  Pavements and streetlights were also requested.

Dates of forthcoming meetings: 





15th November (Agreed)

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

56
30

