       EYE and DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Eye and Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Thursday 21st June 2001, commencing at 7.45pm.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:

Mr D Jackson (Chairman), Mrs E Timms, Mr C. Jensen, and Mr D Woodward





Mr H Kemp (District Councillor)





Two members of the public were present.

Apologies:

Mr R Emmanuel 

The Chairman welcomed Mr David Buckle, Chief Executive of South Oxfordshire District Council to the meeting.  Mr Buckle opened with a brief resume of SODC and the disparity of areas such as Eye and Dunsden compared with Didcot.  He reported that the new executive cabinet system was working well as it was composed of 7 Liberal Democrat and 2 Labour councillors.  The system of having no opposition leads to speed, simplicity and efficiency.  A scrutiny committee has been set up, chaired by a Conservative, to monitor the cabinet.  The first meeting of this committee chose to look at the response to the problems of Assendon.  The performance with SITA and especially recycling are being addressed, hopefully by a new contract in November.

 Our guest then answered a variety of questions from the Parish Council and the floor.

It is hoped that the availability of information at District Council level will be improved although there will always be some material that must be kept confidential.  A standards committee will be set up shortly to investigate the District, Town and Parish councils.  It will have two parish councillors but the rest of the composition is undecided.

The timescales for planning applications were always extremely tight although it was appreciated that the extra week on offer (by request) for multi-million pound projects was probably insufficient.  The views of Parish Councils were always considered, whether positive or negative, and local knowledge was always of importance in decisions on planning applications.

SITA have not performed as well as had been hoped and this performance became worse as soon as they decided not to continue the waste contract.  The company could have forfeited the performance bond but then, since SITA is a vast conglomerate of interlinked units, they would simply have walked away and SODC would have had no waste collection service.    

OCC are in charge of waste sites such as Oakley Wood not SODC and there was full consultation on charging.  Environmental Health has stated that fly tipping has not increased with the loss of skips and with the advent of charging.  Health and Safety legislation interpretation by SODC means that unmanned skips would never be reintroduced.

The staff at the SODC offices were complimented on their handling of enquiries and requests from the public.

Parish forums are to be set up with a combination of structured agenda and public input and interaction.

Use of the Internet and websites will increase dramatically over the next 12 months.  Planning applications will appear on line, as will committee minutes.  E-mail goes to departments rather than individuals so as to shorten response time by several people being responsible.  One exception is Mr Buckle who has his own E-mail address.

A certain percentage of housing being built in the district is always social housing.  SODC may consider controlling the sizes of new units in the future.

The chairman thanked Mr Buckle for his attendance at our Parish Council meeting, for answering so many questions and for giving us so much of his time.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th May 2001 were read, agreed and signed.

01/75 Matters arising from the minutes
None

01/76
County Councillor’s Report
The Parish Council wished to put on record their thanks to Mrs Jill Davies for her regular attendance and her work on behalf of the Parish.

Mrs Carole Viney was elected as County Councillor at the recent elections.

01/77
District Councillor’s Report
~-n,nttt

Mr Kemp had nothing to add to the report on SODC given by Mr Buckle, but he would like to emphasise that the Council and the planning committees were very conscious of the diminishing supply of small housing stock.

01/78
Financial situation



Receipts
Allotment rents

£80=00






Parish Histories

£32=00






Garden refuse sacks

£6=50



Bank balances  1st May 2000







Current


£2048=16






Savings


£11902=79

01/79
Planning Matters

New Application

P01/S0475/LB
Chapmans Farm, Tagg Lane, Dunsden Green

Alterations to dressing room and bathroom to create new bedroom and bathrooms










      NO STRONG VIEWS

P01/S0478
3 Blackboys Cottage, Dunsden Green

Single storey porch extension and first floor bathroom extension









           SHOULD BE APPROVED
P01/S0505
Mill Lodge, Thames Street, Sonning Eye

First Floor extension to rear and off-road parking

SHOULD BE REFUSED

The proposed construction of the parking area is completely impracticable both on account of the location of the area concerned being by the traffic lights and also on the riverbank.  The Parish Council regrets that the applicant did not put in the planning proposal for the extension etc separately.
P01/S0532
Folley Lake West, Henley Road, Caversham (Eye and Dunsden)

Use of Lake for Water-skiing 



           SHOULD BE APPROVED
Amendment

P95/S0401
Land Adjacent to Recreation Ground, Binfield Heath

Erection of 8 two-storey dwellings (Low cost housing). Access and recreation ground parking.






                  NO OBSERVATIONS

Planning Permission granted

P01/S0254
The Homestead, Sonning Eye

A childrens playhouse with swing and slide on stilts (Retrospective)

With 1 condition

P01/S0350
Glebe House, Dunsden Green

Demolition of existing garage and store and replacement by new garage building with office in roof space.

With 3 conditions

Refusal of planning permission

P01/S0185
Thames Water Pumping Station, Henley Road, Playhatch

Upgrading of existing telecommunications site.  Replacement of 15m high tower with 20m high tower, additional headframe containing 6 dual polar antennae and two dishes and associated ground-based works.



     


     NOTED

Refusal to grant approval

P01/S0285/TG
Frizers Farm, Sonning Eye

A 15m column mast supporting up to 6 no. radio antennae and 2 no. dish antennae with associated brackets and feeder cabling, with ancillary equipment housing.            NOTED
Appeal against refusal of planning permission

P01/S0061
Bishopsland Farm

Use of redundant agricultural buildings for the storage of building materials and plant together with minor alterations.  Widening of access.     


     NOTED
Alleged Breaches of Planning Control

SE00/169
Alteration to garden wall

Playhatch House, Playhatch

No formal enforcement – File closed

SE01/080
Contractors Compound

Frizers Farm, Sonning Eye

A temporary feature that will be removed by the end of June – no formal action.

SE01/100
Erection of timber building

Berry Brook Garden Centre, Playhatch

SE01/101
Erection of polytunnels

Berry Brook Garden Centre, Playhatch

SE01/102
Extension of hardstanding

Berry Brook Garden Centre, Playhatch

SE01/103
Storage of caravans


Berry Brook Garden Centre, Playhatch

SE01/104
Security lights/cameras

Berry Brook Garden Centre, Playhatch

Under investigation. Report provided by District Councillor to SODC.

01/80
Eye and Dunsden Village Hall


More cupboard space is being provided in the Palmer room kitchen.  A new dog group is using the main hall.  The AGM will be held on Wednesday 26th June.

01/81
Marking the Millenium


A review has finally appeared in the Henley Standard.

01/82
Affordable Housing


After discussion, a motion that “The Parish Council has every confidence in the way that Shiplake Parish Council and the Rural Housing Trust are handling the affordable housing development at Binfield Heath” was passed by a majority vote.  The Parish Council confirms that the minutes of April and May on this matter are not a true reflection of the views of the whole Council but only of some individuals. 

01/83
Repairs and Renewals


The state of the road surface in Gravel Road is deteriorating rapidly.  It was reported that none of the highway defects reported to OCC Highways in the last month have been dealt with. 

01/84
Skips


The skip that should have come to the Village Hall car park at the beginning of June was cancelled.  After the skip on 30th June no further programme has been provided even though the schedule would usually go to September. Sonning Common and Shiplake have skips until the end of July.

01/85
Donations


After some discussion it was proposed by Mr Jensen and seconded by Mr Woodward and agreed that the usual annual donation of £250 to Shiplake Primary School be increased to £300.



A request for £15 for Neighbourhood Watch signs for Binfield Heath was proposed by Mrs Timms, seconded by Mr Woodward and agreed.



A request for £30 for meeting fees and neighbourhood Watch signs for Playhatch was proposed by Mr Jensen, seconded by Mr Woodward and agreed.

01/86
Accounts for payment



It was proposed by Mr Woodward, seconded by Mrs Timms and agreed that the following should be paid.




£

	H Allen
	Litter Warden
	24.00

	P Saint
	Litter Warden
	30.00

	R Moss
	Litter Warden
	36.00

	ED Village Hall 
	Hire of Hall
	133.50

	OALC
	Annual Subscription
	104.46

	Thames Water
	Allotments – Playhatch
	11.86

	Thames Water
	Allotments – Sonning Eye
	0.13

	Shiplake Primary School
	Donation
	300.00

	District Audit
	Fees
	227.36

	B Law
	Parish History Sales
	300.00

	
	TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS
	1167.31


01/87
Correspondence


A variety of leaflets, reports etc. received from OCC, SODC and a number of other organisations, and listed by the clerk, were made available to the Parish Council.

01/88
Any other business

Sonning Eye Action Group are having a fundraising afternoon at Dunsden Lodge on Sunday 22 July.  Details can be found on the Parish website.

Dates of forthcoming meetings: 





19 July Agreed




20 September

The meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.

56
24

