       EYE and DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of Eye and Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Thursday 10th May 2001, commencing at 8.10pm.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:

Mr D Jackson (Chairman), Mr R Emmanuel, Mrs E Timms, Mr C. Jensen, and Mr D Woodward





Mr H Kemp (District Councillor)





One member of the public was present.

Apologies:

Mrs J Davies (County Councillor)

Elections;

Election of Chairman

Proposed by Mr Emmanuel, seconded by Mr Woodward and agreed that Mr Jackson should be re-elected as Chairman of the Parish Council.

Election of Vice-Chairman

Proposed by Mr Woodward, seconded by Mr Emmanuel and agreed that Mr Jensen should be re-elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.

The Chairman signed a “Declaration of Acceptance of Office”.

Representation on other organisations

Eye and Dunsden Poor’s Land Charity
Mr Jackson and Mrs Vi Jensen represent the Council until May 2002

Caversham Consolidated Charities
Mrs Vi Jensen represents the Council until May 2002

Robert Palmer Almshouses
Mr Woodward represents the Council until May


Rich and Reade Educational Trust


2004


Shiplake and Dunsden Sick Poor Fund



Sonning District Welfare Trust


Eye and Dunsden Village Hall Management
Mr Jensen (Chairman)


Committee


Affordable Housing Committee


Mr Jackson (Deputy; Mr Woodward)


(joint with Shiplake Parish Council)


Governors of Shiplake Primary School
Mrs Ann Law (Chairman)

Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th April 2001 were read, agreed and signed.

01/64 Matters arising from the minutes
64.1 Frizers Farm: The amount of traffic generated by the compound is causing considerable concern and enquiries must be made about this site.

64.2 Affordable Housing: The Council has been informed that the historic lists are kept up-to-date by an annual letter to the applicants asking them to affirm their requirements.  There is reportedly a match-up of the housing stock to be built with this current list.

01/65
County Councillor’s Report

Composition of the Council

The composition of the Council changed to:-

Conservative      
26

Liberal Democrat   
21

Labour           

20

Green Party      
  2

Independent       
  1

when a Conservative Councillor left the Conservative group and became an independent Councillor.  The Council retires on 6th June and elections will be held for all seats on 7th June.

Budget

A budget was set for the financial year 2000 - 2001 representing a budget of 405 million and a 8.4% increase in the County Council element of Council tax The Council has just set a budget of 432 million for the coming financial year, representing a 6.9% increase in budget and a 7.2% increase in the County Council element of Council tax.

Change to political arrangements

Central Government required us to consider 3 options for change to how the Council is run. The 3 options were:-
Leader with Cabinet

Elected Mayor and Cabinet

Elected Mayor and Council Manager

Central government did not allow us the option of maintaining the status quo.  A working party was set up to recommend one of the 3 options and we were then required to consult with the residents of Oxfordshire which happened in October of last year. The consultation exercise supported the recommended option of a Leader with Cabinet, with 58% of forms returned, voting for this option. Only a change to the political party in power in central government will prevent this from now being implemented.
30 m.p.h speed limits review

A review of the effectiveness of the new speed limits was conducted. A 50% reduction in accidents has been recorded (although this can not be solely attributed to the speed limits as many were introduced along with other traffic calming measure). Although speed of traffic had reduced it had not reduced to either the expected level or the level usually experienced when such speed limits are put in to place. As many as 50% of drivers are found to be exceeding the limits, compared to an expected figure of 5%. Enforcement of the limits continues to be a problem despite continued requests to the police to provide effective enforcement.

Didcot expansion and the Structure plan

Plans were approved for major expansion of housing in the town of Didcot. This will help to fulfil the required provision of new homes under the Structure Plan.  The Plan has been reviewed and at the time of writing the required number of new homes to be built in Oxfordshire was still the subject of consultation but with a revised (downwards) figure of required new homes.

48600 new proposed figure (subject to continued consultation)

53600 previous suggestion

75000 Panel's original suggestion

41500 SERPLAN figure

Roads and drainage

There was an increase in the highways maintenance budget for this past year and some re-surfacing work has been done in this area. However a combination of under funding and the appalling weather of this winter have seen deterioration in the condition of the roads. In addition the efficiency of the southern area highways department has left a lot to be desired. The Parish Council continues to report problems (mainly potholes) and this must continue along with pressure on the Highways department to address the problems in the area.

New Chief Executive

The Chief Executive left the authority this year and Dr Richard Shaw has been appointed to fill this post. He is currently Director for Environment at Surrey County Council and has been previously held a variety of posts including with VSO and Private Secretary to 3 government ministers. He took up his post at the start of May.

Cross Thames Travel study

Information given by officers at Oxfordshire County Council about the Cross Thames Travel Study.

 
The study commissioned consultants in October 1998 to:-

Report on existing problems (there are copies available of the consultants reports if the Parish Council wants to read them or to buy a copy of each report is about £30)

Come up with proposals to remedy the problems

  Carry out public consultation on their recommendations

The study is waiting on a final report from the Consultants, this will then be put to the public again for their feedback.

The report will give more detail on the strategy / ideas put forward by the consultants as well as other suggestions that were made during the first round of consultation that took place in March last year. These other suggestions include a 3'd bridge. So when the final report is received and it is put out to consultation, one of the ideas being consulted on will be a third bridge.  After that it will be for the 5 local authorities who commissioned the study to decide what to do with the recommendations made to them by the study group.

I think therefore that there are two key times that Eye and Dunsden Parish Council and your County Councillor must try to make your voice heard. Firstly when the second round of consultation takes place (it is anticipated that this will take place in the Autumn) and secondly when the final recommendations are put to the 5 local authorities who commissioned the study.  The Officers I spoke to do not yet know what format the consultation will take, but Parish Councils will be notified and I have asked that if it takes the same format as last time, that they ask to use Eye and Dunsden village hall to generate maximum local attendance.  I have also asked that they let you know as far in advance as possible so that you can make sure that as many people in the Parish as possible have the opportunity to attend and give their feedback.

Other information that I picked up during our discussion that may interest you;
Reading are signed up to the government proposal for parking tax and congestion charging which if it goes ahead could affect (i.e. significantly reduce) the amount of traffic driving in to Reading. In the past Reading local authority have only given planning permission for new office space if private parking places were provided. This has had the effect of approximately 60 % of drivers using the existing Thames bridges are driving to a private parking place, which makes it extremely hard to make the use of public transport attractive.

During the consultation last year, most of the responses followed the same pattern, apart from in Sonning where there was lots of support for a third bridge.  The assessment of traffic using Sonning bridge showed most people using it were driving from Caversham to east Reading and back again.  The view of the officers is that a third bridge would open up the area to many new traffic and congestion problems rather than solving the existing ones.  The task of predicting traffic flow is fraught with inaccuracies - the estimated usage of the new A33 diversion in Reading (by B&Q and Reading football stadium) has proved to beat least 60% wrong!

The officers I spoke to are very happy to come and talk to Eye and Dunsden Parish Council but suggest that the best time to do this is when the final report has been received from the consultants. The officers I saw are headed up by Nigel Birch.  I hope that this information is useful and that your new County Councillor will work with

you to represent the views of Eye & Dunsden on this very complex matter.

It has been a pleasure working with you over the last 18 months.

01/66
District Councillor’s Report
~-n,nttt

Extension of Village Shop Rate Relief

From 5 April 2001 any pub or petrol filling station with a rateable value of £9,000 or less which Is the sole such outlet in a designated rural settlement with a population below 3,000 will qualify for 50% mandatory rate relief.  We have already identified 22 pubs and 3 petrol stations that will qualify for 50% mandatory relief amounting to £30,000.  In addition to this, the Council has the discretion to award up to 100% relief to any non-domestic hereditament within a designated rural settlement which has a rateable value of £12,000 or less if it is satisfied that the property is used for a purpose that benefits the local community.  The Rating (Former Agricultural Premises and Rural Shops) Bill was presented to the House of Commons on 16 March 2001. The Bill extends the rural rate relief scheme to all food shops with a rateable value of £6,000 or less within a designated rural settlement with a population below 3,000.  The shops will qualify for 50% mandatory relief and the Council will have the discretion to award a further 50% relief.  The Government Is proposing to bring the Bill into force later than 1 April 2002.  The cost of mandatory relief is funded by central government as is 75% of any discretionary relief. The remaining 25% of any discretionary award is met by the Council.  For further information telephone Paul Howden on 01491 823830.

Foot and Mouth

The current outbreak of foot and mouth disease may be causing temporary financial hardship to certain businesses.  The Council can help alleviate this financial hardship by restructuring or deferring payments and granting up to 100% relief in deserving cases.  Relief can only be awarded for a maximum of 3 months, commencing on 1 April 2001. Normally 75% of the relief is funded by central government with the remaining 25% being met by the Council. However, with foot and mouth cases, if the rateable value is less than £12,000 the government will fund 95% and the remaining 5% will be met by the Council. For properties with a rateable value greater than £12,000 the normal rules apply. To receive the extra funding (from 75% to 95%) the Council will have to claim a special grant by 20 September .
Planning Enforcement

An increase in the staffing at SODC Planning Enforcement Office has been implemented.

01/67
Financial situation



Receipts
Allotment rents

£80=00






Parish Histories

£215=50



Bank balances  1st May 2000







Current


£3286=33






Savings


£11902=79

01/68
Planning Matters



New Application


P01/S0350
Glebe House, Dunsden Green


Demolition of existing Garage and store and replacement by new garage building with office in roof space

The Parish Council notes the previous refusal of planning permission and the fact that the applicant has reduced the height and changed the details as requested.  The size of the building is in scale with the house and will be in a style that is sympathetic to the design of the adjacent building.  The applicant will use reclaimed materials where possible and will ensure that the current screening is retained.  This building will enhance the aesthetic value of the property whilst ensuring the provision of a practical facility.






          SHOULD BE APPROVED

P01/S0369
Berrybrook nursery and garden centre


Variation of Condition 4 of planning permission P89/S0159 to include fencing and fencing products.

The original planning permission Condition 4 only allowed the site to be used as a garden centre in the interests of highway safety and convenience and, also, because a general retail use in this location is not in accordance with the character of the area.  These reasons are even more valid today especially with the very large increase in traffic this change of use has engendered already, including the dangers of an entrance that cannot accommodate two cars and the subsequent queuing on the main road.






  SHOULD BE REFUSED

Amendment



P01/S0285/TG 
Frizers Farm, Playhatch Road, Sonning
Amendment 2


A 15m Column mast supporting up to 6 No. radio antennae and 2 No. dish antennae with associated brackets and feeder cabling, with ancillary equipment housing

As has already been clearly stated, the intention of maximising cellphone signals for users of the road through Sonning Eye and other “internal” users is no reason for placing this tower in an acknowledged area of landscape beauty.  The current proposed site is unacceptable.  This mast could be placed a half a mile to the east and still retain the same coverage and access.  The residents of the area are uniformly and vocally opposed to this mast.


  SHOULD BE REFUSED


Amendment granted


P01/S0179
Woodlark, Gravel Road



Demolition of existing dwelling and replacement with new dwelling



With 6 conditions


Planning permission refused


P01/S0061
Bishopsland Farm, Dunsden

Use of redundant agricultural buildings for the storage of building materials and plant together with minor alterations. Widening of access.

01/69
Eye and Dunsden Village Hall


A full report on the financial situation of the Hall and the plans for the repair of the floor in the main hall will be presented at the next meeting.

01/70
Visit of Chief Executive


A copy of the Parish history will be sent before the visit.  Each member of the Council will be asked to present a question.

01/71
Accounts for payment



It was proposed by Mr Woodward, seconded by Mr Emmanuel and agreed that the following should be paid.




£

	SCAMPS
	Donation
	125.00

	
	TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS
	125.00


01/72
Correspondence


A variety of leaflets, reports etc. received from OCC, SODC and a number of other organisations, and listed by the clerk, were made available to the Parish Council.

01/74
Any other business

There is a considerable amount of dumped rubble in Spring Lane.


It was asked if Playhatch roundabout could be adopted by a commercial organisation.

Dates of forthcoming meetings: 





21 June Agreed




19 July

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

56
21

