       EYE and DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Website www.eyedunsden.org
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Eye and Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Thursday 21st February 2002 commencing at 7.45pm.


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:

Mr D Jackson (Chairman), Mr C. Jensen, Mrs E Timms, Mr R Emmanuel and Mr D Woodward.

Apologies:

Mrs Carol Viney (County Councillor) and Mr Henry Kemp (District Councillor) 

Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th January 2002 were read, agreed and signed.

02/26 
Matters arising from the minutes


26/1
  It was stated that the item 25/3 was incorrectly minuted as it is not only the ditches in Gravel Road that need attention but also those from Gravel Road to the old Coach and Horses and also from Gravel Road to Dunsden Village Green.

02/27
County Councillor’s Report
Nothing of significance to the Parish to report.  The County Councillor was continuing to investigate the possibility of installation of speed cameras along the road from Playhatch to Sonning Eye.

02/28
District Councillor’s Report
~-n,nttt

The major item of interest is that the District Council is investigating the introduction of wheelie bins with a fortnightly collection alternating recycled and normal refuse.

The cost structure for local car park charges has been thrown out due to anomalies and would be redesigned.

A Tidy Britain campaign will begin shortly with the provision of “clean-up” packs for purchase by interested parties.

02/29 
Financial situation



Precept

The sum of £7,700 requested by the Parish Council has been agreed by South Oxfordshire District Council and will be paid, as usual, in two tranches in April and September.



Receipts



Parish histories £34=50



Bank balances


  
1st February 2002



Current

£2711=09



Savings
£10602=79



Audit

The District Auditors Report was presented to the Parish Council together with a list of nine matters arising.  The clerk disputed five items and the facts on these were reported to the Parish Council.

 A contra error was reported but the District Audit deemed no correction necessary, as it was simply the reporting of a cost under the wrong heading.  A supporting statement was incorrectly dated and will be resubmitted.

A note is required on a supporting statement indicating that a Management Committee runs the village hall but the Parish Council owns it.

The Parish Council Fidelity insurance is currently at £1200.  It was recommended by the District Audit that this be increased to £18,000, this being the average annual assets for the Parish Council.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr Jensen and agreed that the insurance against malfeasance of the clerk be increased to this sum of £18,000.

02/30
Planning Matters
New application

P02/S0044
Demolition of existing rear single storey extension; rebuild enlarged part two storey rear extension.  Detached double garage and washroom.

The Den, Foxhill Lane, Playhatch

The proposed extension to the house is acceptable but the proposed double garage, washroom and new entrance are of considerable concern.  The proposed garage and washroom are situated a considerable distance from “The Den” and appear closer to “The Crown” and “Playhatch House”.  The construction of a new entrance would involve the removal of a long-established boundary wall and would be very close to a narrow blind bend in a single track lane.










  SHOULD BE REFUSED

P02/S0053
Construction of sailing clubhouse; demolition of redundant building; Phased removal of non-indigenous trees and restoration of waterside landscape

Reading Sailing Club, Sonning Eye

Parish Council has no observations on the proposed construction and demolition but is strongly opposed to the removal of the poplars and would like to see further under-planting and management of this fringe of trees.  The improvement of the security of the site should also form an integral part of the improvements in view of the recent problems in this area











  SHOULD BE REFUSED

P02/S0096
Construction of single storey four bedroom guest accommodation block

Flowing Spring PH, Henley Road, Playhatch

The Parish Council asks that conditions to approval include that the block must remain single-storey and that the materials used are in keeping with the adjacent buildings










           SHOULD BE APPROVED


Withdrawn Application

P01/S1112
New dwelling with rear double garage and workshop

The Swallows, Gravel Road, Binfield Heath





     NOTED

02/31
Eye and Dunsden Village Hall



Bookings are currently booming and the next project for the Management Committee would be the Queens Jubilee.  It was emphasised that liaison with other local groups having events during the Jubilee weekend was essential so as to maximise the attendances and minimise any overlap especially with timing.

02/32
The Future of the Parish


The Electoral Registration Officer for South Oxfordshire District Council will attend the March meeting and the councillors were asked to prepare their questions in advance so that the discussion could be as useful as possible.

02/33 
Queens Jubilee


One of the Jubilee events organised by the Village Hall Management Committee will be a ceramic decoration competition with three age groups.  It was discussed whether one or more of the winners’ designs could be used as a back-stamp for the Parish Council Jubilee mugs but it was reluctantly concluded that the timescales were too tight to allow this.

02/34
Skips


Grundon did not supply a skip for March.  It has been requested, again, that the skip be parked at the old lay-by in Sonning Eye where it used to be located.  SODC state that parking an attended vehicle at this spot is too high a risk for the attendant.

02/35 
The Parish Councils (Model code of Conduct) Order 2001


Mrs Timms attended a briefing session on this at the SODC Offices at Crowmarsh on February 5.  The requirements of this order were discussed at length and a decision on implementation was deferred until the next meeting.  The “area of authority” in this document is the parish.

It was noted that the Council must agree the resolution before 15th April unless they decide not to adopt the model code and wish to produce their own code.  Such a course of action will involve some expense to the parish for advertising, etc.

02/36 Local Elections (Declaration of Acceptance of Office) Order 2001


The substance of this order was noted and will be discussed at the next meeting with the previous item.

02/37 Green Paper – Planning; delivering a fundamental change


A letter will be sent to the local Member of Parliament objecting to the changes proposed in this document that the new major planning decisions in Oxfordshire would be taken by a group of out-of-county officials based in Surrey.

02/38 Sonning Width Restriction Scheme


The Parish Council welcomes any exchange of ideas with Sonning Parish Council over their proposals for width restriction schemes.  The clerk is instructed to inform Sonning Parish Council that are willing to discuss any schemes that has or will have approval for implementation in Sonning with a view to consideration of these also being placed before Oxfordshire County Council Highways Department.  One area that must be resolved is the considerable problems that such schemes will have upon the commercial viability of a number of businesses in Sonning Eye.

02/39 Affordable Housing


It was agreed that every house in the parish should have a letter about, and an application form for, affordable housing in Binfield Heath.  These would be prepared from a master kindly supplied by the parish clerk of Shiplake and would be distributed by each councillor in his area.  The clerk would ensure that a suitable extension was possible for application forms to the English Rural Housing Trust.

02/40
Allotments



It was agreed that there would be no change to the fees paid for the allotments for the next financial year.

02/41Accounts for payment



It was proposed by Mr Emmanuel, seconded by Mr Jensen and agreed that the following should be paid.  

	C Jones
	Plumber
	£35=00

	N and P Prickett
	Maintenance
	£981=12

	
	TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS
	£1016=12


02/43 Correspondence


A variety of leaflets, reports etc. received from OCC, SODC and a number of other organisations, and listed by the clerk, were made available to the Parish Council.

02/44
Matters raised by members of the public



None.

02/45
Any other business



45/1

Police report

The police report for the parish for January was presented to the Council.   It contained 17 offences in the parish – 14 of these were in Playhatch or the Henley Road and the other 3 in Sonning Eye.  16 of the offences were theft from or of a motor vehicle and the other was a non-dwelling burglary. 



45/2

The clerk was instructed to look into the possibility of installation of rumble strips at Playhatch.



45/3

The Millennium stone on Sonning Bridge is still unresolved but the idea of converting this to a Jubilee stone appears to be acceptable to Mr Harold Saunders, the Conservation Officer for Wokingham District Council.



45/4

A new guide to Dunsden Church has just been published at £1=00.



45/5 
A tree has fallen across the path from Playhatch to Caversham.



45/6

A pothole has opened up near the French Horn.

Dates of forthcoming meetings: 






 21st March (Agreed)





18th April (Agreed)

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

56
9

