       EYE and DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Eye and Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Thursday 15th February 2001 at 7:45pm.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:

Mr C. Jensen (Chairman), Mrs E Timms, Mr D Woodward, Mr R Emmanuel and Mrs J Davies (County Councillor)

Attending:

WPC V Sims

Apologies:

Mr D Jackson and Mr H Kemp (District Councillor)

Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th January 2001 were read, agreed and signed.

01/17 Matters arising from the minutes


None.

01/18 Police Report


The Council welcomed WPC Sims to the meeting.  Her report included the last month crime figures for the parish that were 8 thefts from motor vehicles, one burglary from a dwelling and one burglary from a non-dwelling.  A discussion of the enforcement of the new speed limits in the Dunsden Green area would be difficult to enforce.  The speeding at Playhatch and Sonning Eye was also discussed together with the viability of “traffic calming” measures.

01/19 County Councillor’s Report
Central matters

The budget was the major item of business where the predicted rise in Council Tax made last year was 7.2%.  It was hoped that this could be cut back to 6% but it was eventually set at the predicted figure.  The major areas of interest were Social Services, where the current services are maintained, and Highways, which has been given an extra £400,000.

It should be noted that village hall grants have been re-introduced.

Local Matters

The flooding at Playhatch that is causing concern due to overloading of sewage pumps will be investigated although it is considered that the system is not just loaded with silt but is of an inadequate size to do the job.

The various minor matters brought up, i.e. frequency of road gritting, compelling landowners to dig out ditches and the flouting of the weight regulation at Sonning Bridge will be investigated.

Cross Thames Travel Study

The Parish Council is urged to place their views on this matter on record so that your County Councillor can support these.  The consultation views are not being given much weight by OCC as the low turn-out was thought to be unrepresentative of the views of the residents.

01/20
District Councillor’s Report 

None

01/21 
Financial situation






Receipts
None





Bank balances  1st February 2001







Current


£1622=02







Savings


£14124=64

01/22
Planning Matters

New Application


P01/S0039
First Floor Side Extension


1 Chapel Cottage, Binfield Heath



       NO STRONG VIEWS

P01/S0061
Use of redundant Agricultural Buildings for the Storage of building materials and plant together with minor alterations.  Widening of access


Bishopsland Farm, Dunsden 




       NO STRONG VIEWS

Planning Permission Granted


P00/S0944
Erection of timber summerhouse


Sweet Briar Cottage, Binfield Heath 



With 2 conditions


P00/S0784
Erection of a Conservatory


Shoulder of Mutton, Playhatch




With 2 conditions


P00/S0997
Formalise existing vehicular access and provide an additional eight car parking spaces


Land at Heath Drive, Binfield Heath



With 3 conditions

01/23
Eye and Dunsden Village Hall
On February 2nd a further indoor car boot sale was held and was successful.  These sales also tend to bring in other bookings.  

01/24
Marking the Millennium


The laminated soft-cover book will be 152 pages long and an ISBN number has been obtained.  The print run will probably be 700.  The printing cost will be around £11=00.  The colour sections will now be placed in their correct places in the book.  A costing for envelopes to distribute the parish copies suggests about £50.  A letter will be included inviting the purchase of further copies.  A price will not be printed on the book but as a sticker. The suggestion that it would be advisable that an interim payment of the costs be made this year in order to mitigate the expenditure under Section 137 next financial year was deferred until the next meeting.  

01/25
Meeting the new Chief Executive of SODC

The new chief executive will attend the Parish Council Meeting on 21st June 2001.  He will attend for about 30 minutes at the beginning of the meeting.  Matters of local concern may be raised but he will not comment on specific planning or other issues.  The matter of how this visit will be advertised was deferred.

01/26
Repairs and renewals


Footway reconstruction Dunsden Green: The work on the footway is complete and it was noted as being of a high standard of workmanship.  The footway already shows signs of being driven across by a large tractor.


Maintenance Sonning Eye allotments: The quotations obtained for the work at Sonning Eye allotments were accepted, proposed Mr Jensen, seconded Mr Emmanuel and agreed.  The work involved the erection of a new barbed wire fence from the gate along the road away from the road junction to the end of the allotments and the clearance of all the saplings growing in the allotments.  The Council wished Mr Peter Prickett a speedy recovery.

01/27
Audit
The following deficiencies were noted –

Chairman and Clerk should sign statement of Accounts


Loose-leaf sheets in minutes should be sequentially numbered

No accrual for audit fee

Citizens Advice Bureau is not a S137 expense

Note required in asset list that village hall is run by a management committee

Village hall accounts required.


It was agreed that all the above would be acted upon in future.

01/28
Accounts for payment



None.

01/29
Correspondence


A variety of leaflets, reports, etc. received from OCC, SODC and a number of other organisations, and listed by the clerk, were made available to the Parish Council.

01/30
Any other business


There is still considerable gravel on the road at the roundabout at Sonning Eye and in Kiln Road by Bryants Farm



There are a number of potholes in Gravel Road.



The Gravel Road nameplate has been damaged.



There have been complaints that The Woodyard is being used as a retail business.



The Council agreed with the County Councillor that a clear statement as to their position on the Cross Thames consultation should be decided at once and this decision passed to her immediately.  The consensus was that the best solution was a third bridge to the west of Sonning Bridge.  This should come from the A329M to the bottom of Caversham Park Village where the current traffic lights are situated.  It should be a relief bridge not a dual carriageway.  Any attempt to close Sonning Bridge should be resisted especially in view of the many routine and emergency services that crossed the bridge to service Sonning Eye.  If the third bridge was built then stringent traffic calming measures could be applied to the Sonning Eye side of Sonning Bridge.  The Council does not consider that a light railway or a river transport system will have any significant effect on traffic density at Sonning.  It was also noted that a third bridge will reduce the use of Dunsden Green as a “rat run” for Sonning Bridge.

Dates of forthcoming meetings: 





March 15 2001




April 26 2001

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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