       EYE and DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Eye and Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Thursday 21st November 2002, commencing at 7.45pm.


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:

Mr D Woodward (Chairman), Mr D Jackson, Mr C. Jensen, and Mrs E Timms, 





Mrs B Dobson (New Parish Clerk)





Two members of the public

Apologies:

Mr R Emmanuel, Mrs C Viney (County Councillor), Mr H Kemp (District Councillor)

Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th October 2002 were read, agreed and signed.

02/148
Matters arising from the minutes
148.1 Mugs:  These have now been supplied and samples were examined.  These mugs will be distributed by the parish councillors.  Extra mugs will cost £4=50

148.2 Road markings:  There has been no progress with the markings at the junction of Row Lane and Kiln road probably because the road condition is unsuitable for such work at this time.

02/149
County Councillor’s Report
No report

02/150
District Councillor’s Report
~-n,nttt

The Council has recently re-designed its website and it is now much more informative and in particular, gives detailed information on current planning applications yet to be determined. In many cases this will now save a visit to the Council's offices, since actual plans of most applications are viewable on the website. This is southoxon.gov.uk
The Council has recently carried out a consultation process in order to review the fees and charges for Car Parks in the District, and the final outcome of this consultation, together with a new proposed fees and charging policy should be announced shortly. The Council intends to experiment with 'cashless' cards as a means of payment in The Kings Road and Waitrose car parks in Henley. Prepaid cards will be purchased at designated outlets in the town.

The Council has appointed a Health Walks Co-ordinator, Jo Couldrick for the District. She will set up a network of health walk schemes across the District as part of the national 'Walking the Way to Health' initiative, (tel: 01491 823135). Apart from mention in the press, details of these will be available at Sonning Common Health Centre and also notified to your clerk.

Following the recent government sponsored Electoral Boundaries Review, Eye & Dunsden, Kidmore End and Binfield Heath have been incorporated into a larger electoral ward, which becomes effective at the beginning of April next year. Local elections will take place on 1st May and the new electoral Parish of Binfield Heath will be established at the beginning of April. The new Parish Council will be elected on 1st May, but in order to ensure its legal status someone has to be responsible for it prior to the Parish Council elections in May. Therefore three District Councillors including myself and Eddie Rudge will be entrusted with the technical control of the new Parish purely as a contingency arrangement should anything urgent require to be resolved in that brief interim period. (Like war breaking out!). When it comes to voting at the next local elections for the District Councillors, don't forget that you will now have two votes because you will have to elect 2 councillors. This has certain benefits, since if one person is away on holiday or sick, there should normally be an alternate available.

Recycling. One of the tasks that have to be addressed by local authorities throughout the country is to reduce the amount of waste going to landfill. We just don't have the space and the only way is to recycle more domestic waste. SODC have a reasonably good record compared with many other areas, but government has set ever-higher targets on an historical basis.  SODC's target for the current year was 20% and I am pleased to say that if the current trend continues, we should achieve over 21% in the full municipal year. The policy means however, that however well you have done in the past, you have to do better in the future.  Now, this is not as difficult as it sounds. A lot of people still don't recycle any waste at all, and many others could salvage more items such as plastic bottles, plastic food containers and cans of all kinds including drinks and pet food cans.  Items having contained food should of course be washed out first, but they can then go in the green boxes or disposable plastic shopping bags you might have available. A new leaflet on the subject entitled 'Refuse & Recycling Services' is available from the Public Amenities dept. at the Council. The other useful development is that some bottle banks now take all colours together (those in the main car parks) and the remainder will move over to this new system, which minimises sorting, in the near future.

There is a new Consultation document, just published, entitled 'the Rural Strategy Action Plan', which your clerk will receive shortly. Do have a look at it if you can and send your comments and any suggestions to the Council via your clerk. One of the things we need to identify for the next 4-year Council term starting next May, are the specific needs of local people. This document covers a wide range of matters, but inevitably it will need amendment. This is you chance to have some input. It covers some very useful and interesting topics such as Housing, Provision of Essential Services, Employment, Traffic & Transport, Environment, and Community Safety. So if you want to have your say in how you think things which affect you should be managed, now is a chance.
02/151
Financial situation


151.1
Bank balances  
1st November 2002






Current


£1817=81






Savings


£16381=61



151.2
Precept
The annual Parish Budget forecast, circulated prior to the meeting, was examined. It was agreed that, although the impending removal of Binfield Heath without any lessening of the parish liabilities would put some strain on next years budget, a modest increase in precept would be implemented.  The shortfall in funds would be met by a reduction in reserves.  The proposal to set the precept at £6000 was proposed by Mr Jackson, seconded by the chairman and this figure was agreed unanimously.



151.3 Financial policy

A new draft set of financial regulations prepared by The National Association of Local Councils has been amended and was circulated before the Parish Council meeting.  The Policy was approved and adopted.

 

151.4 Clerks Pay

The cost of living pay award due on 1 April 2002 has been agreed, as has the increase in mileage allowance.   The clerk will be awarded the backdated increases.

02/152 Planning Matters
New Application

P02/S0849

The Cottage, Dunsden Green

Conversion of Outbuilding to Annexe Accommodation

       NO STRONG VIEWS
P02/S0930

Homestead Cottage, Sonning Eye

Conservatory to side and rear



           SHOULD BE APPROVED
Amendment

P02/S0096

Flowing Spring PH, Henley Road, Playhatch

Construction of single storey four bedroom guest accommodation block      NO OBJECTION

P02/S0673

Foxhill Farm, Foxhill Lane

Two storey front extension and rear conservatory 


       NO STRONG VIEWS
Planning Permission Granted

P02/S0053

Reading Sailing Club, Sonning Eye

Construction of sailing clubhouse; demolition of redundant building; phased removal of non-indigenous trees and restoration of water-side landscape 

    WITH 10 CONDITIONS
P02/S0530

Hollow Tree Cottage, Dunsden Lane

Single storey extension to form link between existing house and garage and part conversion of existing garage. Change of use of existing agricultural land to residential. 











     WITH 4 CONDITIONS

P02/S0586

Playhatch Farmhouse, Foxhill Lane

Alterations and extensions to existing dwelling, demolition of existing store and replacement with new garage with studio over and construction of swimming pool.  WITH 7 CONDITIONS
P02/S0594

Treetops, Dunsden Way, Binfield Heath

First floor extension and detached double garage


      WITH 3 CONDITIONS
P02/S0719

Dunsden Farmhouse, Dunsden Green

Two storey rear extension





      WITH 5 CONDITIONS

P02/S0811

Botany Bay, Henley Road

Rebuilding of part of existing dwelling damaged in fire 

      WITH 7 CONDITIONS
Listed Building Consent

P02/S0687LB
Hollow Tree Cottage, Dunsden Lane

Single storey extension to form link between existing house and garage and part conversion of existing garage. Change of use of existing agricultural land to residential. 











      WITH 4 CONDITIONS

P02/S0718LB
Dunden Farmhouse, Dunsden Green

Two storey rear extension





      WITH 5 CONDITIONS
02/153
Eye and Dunsden Village Hall

The monologue for adults called “Ghosts” will be performed on the 23 November and is now sold out.


The bonfire night was well attended and a small profit was made due to the donation of some costs by the Parish Council.  Insurance costs and Health and Safety concerns are making such an event a much less attractive event than in previous years.  The Management Committee will hold a review of this event in the near future.

02/154
Parish clerk

Mrs Beverley Dobson has been appointed as the new parish clerk and will formally assume her duties on the 1 January 2003.

02/155
Meeting with Shiplake Parish Council


The minutes of this meeting have been agreed by the chairman and circulated to the Parish Council.  A number of copies will be supplied to the clerk of Shiplake Parish Council for circulation.

02/156
Conservation Project


There appears to be no interest in assistance with the renovation of Penny Pond by any external organisation.

02/157
Freedom of Information publication scheme


The basic model scheme for the publication of information held by the Parish Council was signed and will be submitted.  The scheme will be published on the web site.  It was agreed that a minimum charge of £5=00 could be charged for costs at the discretion of the parish clerk.

02/158
Reading Land Grab


The plans for the 2004 (Phase 1) and 2008(Phase 2) land grab by Reading were considered.  The Phase 1 plans are confined to Sonning Eye and include Sonning village in order to facilitate a bridge.  The 2008 plans include most of the parish together with all of Mapledurham and most of Kidmore End and are designed for high-density housing space north of the Thames.  There is a similar large area indicated west of Reading for the same purpose.

02/159
Repairs and Maintenance


159.1
Litter bins


The new litter bins has been installed by Mr Prickett.


159.2
Community Waste Service


A questionnaire has been received from South Oxfordshire District Council asking for the Parish Council to give their opinions on the current waste service.


159.3
Parish notice board


The notice board at Binfield Heath will be left.


159.4
Bus shelter


The bus shelter at Binfield Heath will be left.

02/160
Annual Dinner


The annual dinner will be at the “Grouse and Claret” at 7.30 for 8.00 on 12 December.  

02/161
Calendar of meetings


The monthly meeting will be held on the third Wednesday of each month, bingo permitting.

02/162
Accounts for payment



It was proposed by Mr Jackson, seconded by Mr Jensen and agreed that the following should be paid.

	H Allen

P Saint

R Moss

British Legion

Thames Water

N and P Prickett

Honiton Pottery
	Litter Warden

Litter Warden

Litter Warden

Wreath

Playhatch

Maintenance

Mugs
	24=00

30=00

36=00

40=00

86=80

1004=63

1063=49

	
	TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS
	2284=12


02/163
Correspondence


A variety of leaflets, reports etc. received from OCC, SODC and a number of other organisations, and listed by the clerk, were made available to the Parish Council.

02/164
Any other business


The Parish Council notes that the flooding at Row Lane and at Bryants Farm has been considerable recently.  A letter will be sent to OCC Highways asking for a site visit and for them to rectify the problem.



A permissive path through the allotments is required as The Chiltern Society feel that a path with a deflection of less than 15 metres is unacceptable to the majority of footpath walkers.  The stiles, way signs and fences have been installed.



Speedwatch will be an agenda item for the next meeting



Archers have been cutting back their hedges again.  They are also parking vehicles on the verge and having heavy lorry deliveries early in the morning. 

Dates of forthcoming meetings: 






15 January 2003





19 February 2003

The meeting closed at 9.45p.m.

56
37


