       EYE and DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Eye and Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Wednesday 19th March 2003, commencing at 7.45pm.


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:

Mr D Woodward (Chairman),  Mrs E Timms





Mr C Jensen and Mr H Kemp (District Councillor)






Mrs Howard (Member of the Public)


Apologies:

Mr D Jackson and Mr R Emmanuel

Minutes:

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th February 2003 were read, agreed and signed.

03/14
Matters arising from the minutes
14.1
Clerk updated meeting on the fitting of the new gate on the permissive path .  OCC have it scheduled for fitting but had received no confirmation that the work was done nor had we received an invoice.  Clerk to follow up.

Chairman suggested a letter be sent to the allotment holders explaining the permissive path and advising that the Chiltern Society will hopefully be clearing the area separating allotments and footpath and planting.




14.2
Clerk to write a letter to Steve Wood at Speedwatch thanking him for the work he has done and asking if we can have a list of proposals for the next phase.



14.3
Clerk advised meeting that a letter had been received from Mr Khan at OCC regarding the re-surfacing of South Road, Sonning Eye; we are told that this does not appear in next year’s maintenance programme.

03/15
County Councillor’s Report


None received

03/16
District Councillor’s Report
~-n,nttt



16.1
See attached

16.2
Mr Kemp advised us that this was his last attendance at council meetings as he is standing for election in another ward.  The councillors thanked him for all the work he had carried out on behalf of the parish and wished him luck in the elections.




16.3
It was agreed, after Mr Kemp had left the meeting, that a letter of thanks be sent to him.

03/17
Financial situation





Bank balances  
As at 28th February 2003






Current


£     560.03






Savings


£12,424.85

03/18
 Planning Matters


     The following planning applications were tabled; results follow.




     
    New Applications
     



P03/S0122/LB (Listed Building Consent)




The Barn at Homestead, Sonning Eye





Internal and external Repairs and Improvements






P03/S0086 The Den, Foxhill Lane, Playhatch




Demolition of existing rear single storey extension; rebuild enlarged part two storey rear extension.  Detached garage and washroom (amendment to planning permission P02/S0044 to replace approved garage and studio)

REFUSED




P03/S0083LD  Lower Field, Bishopsland, Dunsden




Change of use of the land from agriculture to equestrian.  Erection of stable buildings and parking of vehicle.
NO STRONG VIEWS



Amendment




None this period





Planning Permission Granted

None this period



Planning Permission Refused/Withdrawn



P02/S1049  The Old Forge, Adj to The Homestead, Sonning Eye (withdrawn)




Change of use from forge with ancillary domestic accomodation to single dwelling




P03/S0012A  The Mill at Sonning, Sonning Eye (withdrawn)




Illuminated pole mounted advertisement sign




P02/S0598/TM  Foxhill Lane, Playhatch (appeal result)




A 15 metre monopole and an equipment cabinet

03/19
Eye and Dunsden Village Hall

19.1
The last evening’s entertainment was a success – all tickets sold.  A modest profit was made.  Proposed 1 or 2 similar evenings next winter.  A children’s show was still to be decided on.  Publicity supplied by SODC was not very successful.




19.2

The meeting was advised that the caretaker’s cottage needs a new boiler and oil tank.  Approximate costs at this stage are £4,000.00.  It is proposed that the cost of this project be funded by the parish.  Timetable – summer 2003.  Quotations to be sought and tabled, but suggestion were put forward as to other heating methods. These are to be investigated.  Mr Kemp suggested approaching SODC re a grant.

19.3

The meeting was advised that the committee are planning to improve the entrance and building approach to the hall which will probably mean moving the shed.

03/20
Repairs and Maintenance

20.1
Clerk to send letter to Mr Khan at OCC advising that many of the traffic speed signs/poles in the parish have been knocked over/damaged.  Request they be repaired/re-instated.





20.2

Clerk updated the council on the replacement bus shelter.  The old shelter had been removed for safety reasons.  2 Suppliers had been sourced.  Faxes need to be sent with measurements and brief as to the council’s requirements.  Council agreed that the replacement should be like for like.  Clerk to obtain measurements and request quotes on this basis.  Chairman to supply a photo of similar shelter to send with quote requests.  The council was advised that the level of insurance indemnity  for this would be £3,856.90

03/21
Accounts for payment


It was proposed by Mr Jensen, seconded by Mrs Timms and agreed that the 


following should be paid.




Thames Water
Allotments

£    4.08




B Dobson

Clerk’s Expenses
£253.55




D Woodward
Domain name

£  57.09




H Allen

Litter warden

£  24.00




P Saint

Litter Warden

£  30.00




R Moss

Litter Warden

£  36.00




FPD Saviils
Allotment Rent
£    2.50






TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS
£

03/22
Correspondence


A variety of leaflets, reports etc. received from OCC, SODC and a number of other

 

organisations, and listed by the clerk, were made available to the Parish Council.

03/23
Matters raised by members of the public
23.1

Mrs Howard asked the meeting about the boundaries of the parish. The councillors addressed the question.




23.2

Letter received by the council from Mr Shaw, the new owner of Byeways, suggesting, in brief, that Spring Lane be closed as a public highway.  Clerk to respond in writing advising that this matter is out of our jurisdiction.

23.3

Mrs Howard also brought to the attention of the meeting a water leak  in Row Lane.  Clerk to report this to Thames Water.




23.4

Robin Page contacted the Chairman asking if we can improve the Playhatch roundabout/hedges along Henley Road.  Chairman has responded.  Clerk to write to the Phillimore Estate Office to locate and contact the owners of the fields north of the A4155, west of Playhatch. Letter to suggest the gaps in the hedgerow be closed as a deterrent to the travelling people who use the roadside verge there.

03/24  Any other business



24.1

Chairman proposed the investigation of the suitability of the spring beside the Flowing Spring pub for a conservation and restoration project.  The council was asked if they would support this project to which the council agreed.  Chairman offered to take the project forward.




24.2

The Clerk was asked if correspondence could be looked out relating to the planning permission granted to D W Archer.  They are consistently parking more cars than was allowed on the permission.  Clerk to investigate and follow up.

24.3

Mr Jensen handed to the Clerk a cheque in the sum of £45.00 representing the sale of mugs.




24.4

Mrs Timms handed to the Clerk cash in the sum of  £13.50 representing the sale of mugs.



24.5

Chairman and Mr Jensen proposed giving the retired Parish Clerk, Mr Hepburn, a cheque in thanks for all his work for the council.  Clerk to confirm with NALC that this is appropriate and within policy and to confirm whether it should be an agenda item or not.  The sum of £100 was proposed.

24.6

Clerk to report to OCC Highways Dept/County Councillor that there are pot holes just before the former Coach and Horses public house.  Also, report that the drains in Playhatch are causing a problem.  The gulley sucker is not moving the solid mud which sits 18” down from the grid.  Council concerned as a job is being paid for once a year which is having no effect.  Council to seek clarification of the schedule for the urgently required laying of new higher capacity drains in Playhatch.  OCC to be advised that residents’ toilets are not working properly because of this and is causing a public health hazard.




24.7

Clerk to write to OCC Highways to propose the raising of the B481 road in Sonning Eye which is regularly closed during floods.  The Council wish to formally request that a County Surveyor report on the viability of this improvement.

24.8

The Council requested that a letter be sent to Tim Steward, Planning Policy Officer at SODC in response to amendments to the Draft Deposit Local Plan 2011 proposed by local landowners.  Clerk to draft a reply and email to Chairman.

Dates of forthcoming meetings: 





Wednesday 16th April 2003 at 7.45pm

Wednesday 14th May at 7.45pm  AGM

The meeting closed at 10.35pm

56
30


