EYE AND DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman's Report for 2002-3

It is my pleasure to present my Annual Report to you this evening.

This year has been an eventful one for the Parish Council. Not only did we prepare for a reduction in the number of electors in the parish of around a third to form the new parish of Binfield Heath but we also heard further news of Reading Borough Council’s plans to absorb most of what remains by the year 2020. Parish Councillors resolved to fight the plans. There were also a number of significant changes in the personalities associated with the Council.

The year began with the retirement of long-serving Chairman David Jackson who was warmly thanked for his service for well over a decade. Councillors were pleased when he agreed to continue to serve as a member.  

The Parish Precept for the new smaller parish was set at £6000. This represented a modest increase per household, necessary to cover the continuing fixed costs of running the parish being shared among fewer households.

We were pleased to see many more members of the public than is usual at two special meetings held during the year. At the first, County Council Speedwatch Co-ordinator Steve Woods listened to local concerns on road safety. Subsequently a meeting was held with a representative of the Highways Department to discuss improvements. These are regrettably behind schedule, but it is hoped village gates for Playhatch and speed reduction markings may yet make a significant difference.

Other highways concerns include the continuing campaign for a new local river crossing between Reading and Sonning Eye. The council met with members of Sonning Parish and supported the work of the Thames Crossing Councils’ Group, which successfully lobbied for the new bridge.

A joint meeting was held in October 2002 with Shiplake Parish Council to discuss the creation of the new Parish of Binfield Heath. We are grateful to Steven Lake of the District Council for his stewardship during the transition period.

Another packed public meeting in January 2003 allowed local people to discuss with Environment Agency staff the worst flooding in the Parish in over 50 years. There seemed to be little the Agency could do to disperse high flows once the Thames was in flood, although there was some strong local interest in better maintenance of Berry Brook and Eye Marsh Drain and the flooding implications of the new rowing course.

New administrative burdens were placed on the Council in the form of schemes for financial regulation and for the making available of council documents. It was felt that in most cases the Council’s own procedures (including the website, where documents are published) already covered these requirements.

The Parish marked the Queen’s Jubilee with the production of a bone china mug with a design by 8-year old Poppy Walton from the popular mug-painting competition held in the Village Hall. One mug was delivered free of charge to every household in the Parish and a number of additional mugs put on sale.

The allotments continue to provide modest income, although plots are still available at Sonning Eye.  Allotment holders were informed of plans to route a new footpath along the inside of the allotment hedge at Sonning Eye. It is hoped that this new route will make for much safer walking on the popular route from Binfield Heath to the river.

During the year, around 35 new planning applications were registered for the Parish with the District Council: less than the total of 43 last year. There were a large number of applications for Sonning Eye, including a proposal to restore a  rapidly deteriorating Listed barn which was enthusiastically supported. Of particular interest were amendments to the consent for the Redgrave Pinsent Rowing Course, which are still unapproved, and consent for the construction of a micro-brewery at Dunsden Farm. A proposal to intensify retailing activity at the Archers site on the Playhatch roundabout was viewed with some concern by Councillors.

The Village Hall Management Committee has been active throughout the year.  Under the chairmanship of Chris Jensen a number of theatrical events were staged to great acclaim and the programme of improvements continued. It was regretted that the once successful bonfire night celebrations look unlikely to continue because of new safety regulations.  The Parish would like to thank the Chairman and Committee for their efforts and to congratulate them on their work throughout the year.

We were sorry to lose our loyal and hard-working Clerk Derek Hepburn at the end of 2002. Beverly Dobson was welcomed in his place and has rapidly established familiarity with the work of the Council. At the end of the year we also said farewell to two other much appreciated councillors. Parish Councillor Beth Timms was elected to the new Parish of Binfield Heath and District Councillor Henry Kemp to a new ward for Sonning Common. We look forward to meeting his replacement Malcolm Leonard, who with Eddie Rudge was elected in May 2003 to the new Ward of Shiplake, including Binfield Heath and Eye & Dunsden. We continue to be grateful for the visits of our Beat Police Officer whenever he is available and for the dedication of our County Councillor, Carole Viney. The Council is also glad to welcome members of the public who are encouraged to attend our meetings.  


David Woodward
14 May 2003

