EYE AND DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman's Report for 2001-2002

It is my pleasure to present my Annual Report to you this evening.

The Council has continued to make careful but contained expenditure to the benefit of the Parish. The parish precept (the funds provided by the District Council) was maintained at £7,700 this year.  The formation of the new parish of Binfield Heath by the removal of a third of the electorate of Eye and Dunsden will leave a small number of electors to give financial support to the continuation of the Parish Council in the current format after May 2003.  The possible attrition continues with a Reading Borough Council Policy Document, published recently, including the proposal that “Reading needs Thames-side land from the South Oxfordshire Parish of Eye and Dunsden.”  

The year began with the visit of the new Chief Executive of South Oxfordshire, David Buckle, to the parish at one of our council meetings.  Mr Buckle gave the council an overview of his plans for the future and answered a large number of questions.  The council was extremely grateful to Mr Buckle for his time and his responses to our concerns.  It is noticeable, with the shortage of funds, that the County and District authorities continue to be unable to meet a number of our concerns, especially those about the deterioration of our roads and ditches and, also, about traffic management where consultation about traffic calming, speed cameras and initiatives such as Speedwatch are continuing.  The provision of skips has been extremely erratic this year, much to the annoyance of local residents.

The new code of conduct, declaration of acceptance of office and register of members interests have been formally accepted by the Parish Council and the requisite details provided, although the level of personal information required was felt to be overly intrusive.

The history of the Parish published as our contribution to the Millennium Year, written by Brian Law, was very well produced with a wealth of colour and black-and-white photographs and has continued to sell steadily with orders via the Internet from as far away as Prince Edward Island.  The Parish council website at eyedunsden.org is a very useful showplace for the work of the Parish Council.  The site  provides information about the parish including minutes of past meetings.  David Woodward is to be complimented on maintaining this site to a high standard.

The allotments continue to provide a modest but useful income and the charge was held at the same level as last year.  Some expenditure was incurred for maintenance of the allotments at Sonning Eye.  The allotment holders are to be complimented on their efforts and their continued dialogue with the clerk to maintain all the facilities at both sites.

During the year, the Council has been asked to comment on 43 applications for planning permission or amendments to planning permission, a slight decrease on the large number last year.  Just under half of the cases involved extensions or modifications to existing buildings and, unless these were considered to be out of scale or inappropriate to their location, have not been objected to by the council. Five of the applications involved alterations to listed buildings but they did not substantially alter the basic structures. Other applications involved changes of use to create two separate builders merchants, telecommunications and new dwellings. Two applications, at Caversham Lakes, involved the construction of a new sailing clubhouse and a water skiing area and other interesting applications were for the demolition of Dragon Cottage and for the installation of a water syphonic turbine at the The Mill.

The Village Hall Management Committee has been active throughout the year.  Under the chairmanship of Chris Jensen work has continued on renovation on the Main Hall for which financial assistance was provided.  The Parish would like to thank the Chairman and Committee for their efforts and to congratulate them on their work and particularly on the social functions held during the year..

The personalities associated with the Council have changed during the year with the continuation of the entire Parish Council together with Henry Kemp as our District Councillor but Jill Davies has retired as our County Councillor and been replaced by Carole Viney.  We are very pleased to have had their regular contributions at our Parish Council meetings.  PC Paul Williams has replaced Vicky Sims and Julie Greenough, the local Beat Officers of Thames Valley Police,  and he will attend meetings when possible or provide written reports and advice. The Council is also glad to welcome members of the public who are encouraged to attend our meetings.  


David E. Jackson
16 May 2002

