
EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Eye & Dunsden Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 16th October 2007 at Dunsden Village Hall commencing 7.45pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:   Councillors David Woodward, Chris Jensen, Barry Hatch, Sara Granshaw, Francis 

 Phillimore, Carol Viney (OCC), 1 member of the public

295/07
Apologies




Rob Peasgood (SODC)

296/07
Declarations of interest
None

297/07
Minutes of the last meeting
Francis Phillimore proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th September 2007 be 
adopted.  This was seconded by Chris Jensen.

298/07
Matters arising from the minutes


None

299/07  County Councillor's Report

Carol Viney advised:

 299.01
Oxfordshire leads the way in letting children stay in care longer by taking part in a national pilot giving children the chance to stay on until age 18.  The scheme gives children a greater say over when they leave care, which is of benefit to those who wish to achieve A Levels and university. 

299.02
Five young people have taken part in a fire and rescue training course run by OCC & the Youth Offending Service.  The course was specific to young people at risk of re-offending.   

300/07
District Councillor's Report

None 

301/07 Matters raised by members of the public
The meeting paused to allow members of the public to put questions to the council.  

301.01 Revd Martin Connop-Price addressed the council with regard to the heavy 
volume of    traffic travelling through the parish, particularly on the A4155.  He advised that on a regular basis the traffic is backed up from Shiplake to the roundabout at Playhatch and also in all directions from the Playhatch roundabout.  Vehicles are attempting to jump the queues via Spring Lane.  The transport network is struggling to withstand high levels of traffic.  He was also witness to a driver that could not see the tail of the queue and had to make an emergency stop in a private drive way. The council will investigate the installation of a queue warning sign.  Carol Viney to pursue with OCC. Sara Granshaw noted that signage could deter vehicles from travelling through the parish.  David Woodward added that the parish council have raised concerns about traffic in the parish as part of the Integrated Transport Scheme consultation.  Carol Viney advised that OCC are dealing with this and more information will follow.  

301.02  Francis Phillimore asked why OCC would not install a Tractor Warning Sign 
in Church Lane, Dunsden as there have also been accidents occurring and is potentially a very dangerous area.  Carol Viney will talk with Portfolio Holder Ian Hudsbeth and report back.

301.03   David Woodward asked where funding came from for Speed Indicating 
Devices to deter speeding? The council have been advised by OCC that the cost will be at least partly funded by the parish council as there is no budget for such improvements.  Clerk will go to next meeting of Sonning Common Parish Council to enquire about the SID by the Bird in Hand pub  as to how effective the device is and how it was funded.  

301.04    Chris Jensen had been asked by a local resident if the council would be 
prepared to part fund the replacement of street light heads with no-light polluting models from the Playhatch roundabout Caversham Park Village. OCC has no budget for the works this year, although the matter was agreed last year.  The meeting decided that given the limited benefits, this work was beyond the council’s budget.   
302/07    Financial Matters 

302.01
The accounts were presented for payment.   Francis Phillimore proposed the accounts be paid. This was seconded by Barry Hatch.

302.02
Grant form for 1st Shiplake Scouts to clear land behind scout hut.  Barry Hatch has been attempting to contact the Scout Manger for some time now, but with no success.  Clerk to pursue the arrangement of a site visit.    

302.03 Clerk to amend accounts sheet to read “deposit” instead of “savings.”   

302.04 The second instalment of the precept has been received. 

303/07
Planning Matters


New Applications: 
P07/E1243 3 Waterside Cottages, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TT    No strong views*
Single Storey Extension with extended pitched roof rear

P07/E1242  4 Waterside Cottages, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TT   No strong views*
Single Storey Extension with extended pitched roof rear

*Subject to consultation with neighbours

Applications Granted 
None 


304/07 Allotments

304.01 The allotment rent was reviewed last in March 2006 and increased to £15 per 

annum.  This hadn’t been implemented due to the transfer of Clerks, so will now be in effect from this years collection.   

304.02 The council reviewed the plot status of two tenants who had been previously neglecting their plots.  There has been no change, so letters of eviction will be issued.  The tenants may apply for another plot at a later date, following the eviction. Clerk to action. 

304.03 Clerk to send out tenancy renewal notice with rent collection letters.  David Woodward to forward Community Orchard leaflets to Clerk.  


 305/07  Village Hall & Sale of Land behind Village Hall

305.01 A meeting was held with parishioners and Chris Jensen and David Woodward.  Further information about the land transfer was requested and to what extent the public has been consulted.  The Councillors informed them that the council publicized the transfer via the agenda and minutes of the council meetings, which are displayed for public inspection on the parish notice boards.  The meetings of the council are also open to the public and the transfer has been discussed for at least two years.  

305.02 The council has now received the funds of £21,800 from the land exchange, the council confirm as previously discussed, that £16,500 has been agreed to be allocated to renovate the Village Hall car park.

305.03 The fence is old and could be replaced.  Savills will action.  

305.04 Clerk to forward copy of the final transfer plan of the land to Sara Granshaw. 

305.05 The orchard land is also being seeded at present.  

305.05
Community Orchard.  David Woodward to contact potential committee members.  A site visit has been scheduled for Sunday 25th November at 11.30am.  The event will continue in the Village Hall.  A leaflet will be sent out to publicise the visit.  David Woodward proposed that an English Apple tree on the village green be planted at the event, to be the first tree of the Community Orchard.  The original tree there was vandalised some time ago.  All Agreed.  Chris Jensen to help publicise.  
305.06 Village Hall.  Bonfire Night November 2nd.  Nothing further to report.  

306/07
Highways, Footpaths and Open Spaces

306.01
A4155 Traveller Deterrence.  Barry Hatch advised that Hope & Clay will be returning to complete the earth bund in approximately two weeks.  SODC have agreed to provide trees and Green Gym are to plant them. Chairman to progress with site meeting to draw up plan. 

306.02
Sonning Bridge Watch.  Volunteers watched the bridges for one week, monitoring the level of overweight vehicles.  Their results found 75 overweight vehicles, classified by their yellow and red plates.  David Woodward to forward results to Clerk. David Woodward has been in touch with the Trading Standards department who have targeted some areas in Oxfordshire as part of the  Trading Standards / Police scheme currently running.  They advised him that some work has been done in this area, and the will get back to David Woodward with an idea of what may be possible here.  The council agreed that the weight limit referred to the classification of lorry and that overloading was a separate offence.  The signage of the weight limit should start from before the roundabout at Playhatch in all directions to give people chance to turn back.  The signs on both Sides of Sonning Bridge say 7.5. tonnes except access; it should be clarified that the only access permitted was to the Mill.   

306.03
Sara Granshaw raised the issue of Satellite Navigation systems which may be responsible for sending heavy goods vehicles through a weight restricted area.  She noted that a pilot had been carried out whereby “ignore Sat Nav” signs have been installed in problem hotspots.  Do OCC have any such signs?  David Woodward highlighted that most Sat Nav data is sourced from Ordnance Survey.  Clerk to find out from Ordnance Survey if they include weight limits in their data and, if so, is their data up to date with regards to the weight limit through the parish.  

306.04
Clerk will pursue documentation establishing exactly what contractual relationship exists between WBC and OCC with regards to the responsibility for improvements at Sonning Bridge. 

306.05
Safer Routes to Schools.  OCC are not able to pursue this possible funding stream for safety improvements between the Sonning Eye bridges since children concerned attend out of county schools.  The matter has been referred to the Community Safety Partnership,  Carol Viney to put the matter to Ian Hudsbeth (Transport Portfolio Holder).  David Woodward is also pursuing.  

306.06
Speed Survey.  The result of the survey through Playhatch indicate that most people are keeping within the limit.  

306.07
Furleigh Bank.  The clerk circulated a report detailing the parish council options for extending or making byelaws in relation to overnight camping at Furleigh Bank.   The council wish to see the actual byelaws currently in force, Clerk to bring to next meeting.  

306.08
Bus shelters.  Barry Hatch presented photographs of the bus shelters at Dunsden and Playhatch.  Timber is required to repair them.  Clerk to chase Nigel Head about sourcing Elm wood.  Clerk to obtain quotes from other carpenters.     

307/07
Matters for future consideration


Website,  Funding for SIDs

308/07
Date of next meeting  - The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 20th November 2007, to commence at 7.45pm.  

The meeting closed at 10.10pm

Chairman
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