EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Eye & Dunsden Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 17th July 2007 at Dunsden Village Hall commencing 7.45pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:   Councillors David Woodward, Chris Jensen, Barry Hatch, 

     (OCC), Malcolm Leonard (SODC) and Robert Peasgood (SODC), 1 member of the   

    public 

263/07
Apologies



Francis Phillimore, Carol Viney (OCC), Sara Granshaw

264/07
Declarations of interest

David Woodward declared a personal interest in planning application number 

PO7/E0788,  (The French Horn Hotel, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TN), since he has a business relationship with them.

265/07
Minutes of the last meeting

David Woodward proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th July 2007 be 
adopted.  This was seconded by Chris Jensen.

266/07
Matters arising from the minutes

246.01
Furleigh Bank Car park.  The parish council have been looking after the land for at least 35 years.  The car park is not currently owned by anybody, according to the Land Registry, although it has previously been maintained.  The parish council have an interest in protecting the land and access to Furleigh Bank, in accordance with local views.  The council discussed the historic gifting of the adjacent land by the Phillimore Estate.  Clerk to research all back correspondence for letter of gifting and forward to the Solicitors.    The car park is frequently used by permanent mooring holders; parish bylaws apply to the Furleigh Bank.  Clerk to find out about bylaws relating to overnight stays and about monitoring and enforcing bylaws.   

267/07  County Councillor's Report


David Woodward advised on behalf of Carol Viney:

267.01 Oxfordshire schools celebrate being green and healthy as part of the Heathly 

Schools & Echo Schools Award Schemes. 

267.02 Oxfordshire fire-fighters test skills in national competition for skills in attending serious road traffic accidents. The department were recently called out to a National Emergency in South Yorkshire, where the Ulley reservoir threatened to burst and flood the homes of the surrounding villages after the recent heavy rainfall.  

268/07
District Councillor's Report

268.01 Mill House, Sonning Eye complaint.  The environmental officers tested the area at the last event and found the noise levels to not be offensive in volume.   However, the speakers are not positioned most efficiently for the maximum sound reduction and were causing heavy ground vibration.  An officer will be attending the next event to test advice acceptable noise levels at set up.  A temporary events licence is now in place; this requires no consultation with police only to grant it.  

268.02 The planning application at Berrybrook House, Sonning Eye has been approved, with a condition preventing overlooking of neighbours’ properties.   

268.03 The Garden Waste scheme has its 4th vehicle in operation this week and this year’s target is to have 14,000 garden waste bins operational by 2008.

268.04 Crime is up 6.5% in Oxfordshire.  There may be a call for a review of the emergency dialling process following recent incidents of callers being aggrieved by call operators for calling 999 to report a crime in progress, furthered by reduced police support felt locally.

268.05 The Mill Yard, Sonning Eye.  Appeals and Enforcement are still investigating the complaints.  Clerk to write to Sue Spencer to put forward more local information.  

268.06 The free trees are going ahead for the Gypsy Bund site along the A4155.  Stakes and guards are to be supplied and Sonning Common Green Gym are to help with the planting.  A site meeting will be held to plan further.

268.07 Minerals site selection procedure.  SODC have supported the parish council’s opposition of a site nomination in Sonning Eye.  However it was stated that Oxfordshire are also sensitive to the needs of Reading for gravel supply.  Playhatch quarry is not currently being considered as a major centre for waste recycling. 

269/07 Matters raised by members of the public
The meeting paused to allow members of the public to put questions to the council.  

269.01
Mr Emmanuel of the French Horn Hotel, Sonning Eye, brought to the council’s attention the matter of bin liners with rusted bases.  There are 4 bin liners requiring replacement on Furleigh Bank.  Mr Emmanuel will measure bins and forward measurements to David Woodward.  Clerk to action.  



270/07 Financial Matters 

270.01
The accounts were presented for payment.   Barry Hatch proposed the accounts be paid. This was seconded by Chris Jensen.

271/07
Planning Matters


New Applications: 
P07/E0788   The French Horn Hotel, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TN     Recommended for approval

Proposed single storey front extension to provide disabled persons toilets.  

P07/E0892  Rose Cottage, Church Lane, Dunsden Green  
TBA by Working Party

Demolish conservatory and build study

P07/E0798 4 Waterside Cottages, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TT
TBA by Working Party
Single Storey Extension to SE elevation

The council was minded to recommend refusal, subject to consultation with neighbours
P07/E0799    3 Waterside Cottages, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TT
TBA by Working Party
Single storey extension to SE elevation

The council was minded to recommend refusal, subject to consultation with neighbours
Po7/E0873  Ponderosa, Dunsden Green


TBA by Working Party
Removal of existing roof to bungalow.  Construction of new upper storey to create a four bed dwelling including seven dormer windows.  New detached double garage and alterations to access.  

Applications Granted 
P07/E0334/RET Land to south of Thames & Kennet Marina, Caversham Lakes, RG4 6LQ

Riverboat mooring with pontoon and access.  

P07/E0539  2 Spring Lane Cottages, Tag Lane, Dunsden RG4 9PN

Demolition and reconstruction of front porch.  

P07/E0667 1 Homestead Cottages, Henley Rd, Playhatch, RG4 9QR

New glazed link from dwelling and refurbishment of existing barn.  

272/07  Village Hall & Sale of Land behind Village Hall

272.01
Payment for the land has been received and the land transfer has been made.  The council’s solicitor will forward a completion notice in due course.  The land will be ploughed by the Estate and David Woodward to investigate the possibility of it also being harrowed and seeded.    

272.02
The Community Orchard (Friends Of Dunsden Orchard) will be having one short meeting in August to plan the finer details of the proposed scheme.  Another community meeting looks to be set for early spring 2008.  David Woodward to update website accordingly. 

272.03
 The bonfire night has been set to the 2nd November 2007 and will include a professional fireworks display.  

272.04
Car Park.  Chris Jensen pursuing planning consent. 

273/07
Website


To be deferred until the next meeting.  

274/07  Allotments
274.01
Solicitors have advised that the correct land registration of the allotments at Spring Lane in the name of Parish Council is well underway.  

275/07
Highways, Footpaths and Open Spaces

275.01
A4155 Traveller Deterrence.   Following recent discussions with the contractors about the quality of the work when they created the earth bund, Barry Hatch advised that they will be revisiting the site to further dig out the ditch to the specifications originally requested.  The concern was the width was far short of the 150cms specified in the plan, also the ditch was 400mm and not 450mm deep.  Barry Hatch to advise when the work has been completed adequately.     The trees to be donated by SODC were discussed.  The council agreed that planting in clumps at either end of the bund would further act as a deterrent.  The matter of grass cutting may be a problem after the construction is completed.  Clerk to obtain a quote from Peter Prickett.  

275.02
Chris Jensen highlighted that the footpath adjacent to Playhatch House was in need of maintenance.  Clerk to notify Peter Prickett. 
 

275.03
Carol Viney met with the parish council and the new Highways Cabinet Member, Ian Hudspeth at OCC to discuss the Backwater Bridge at Sonning. He advised the council that the best way to pursue the increase of safety for waiting cars, cyclists and pedestrians was to explore the Safer Routes to School budget as the bridge is currently used by a number of children from Blue Coat School and Sonning Primary School.  A police speed check has found speeding in the area but no over weight vehicles.  The Speedwatch scheme is currently unavailable for insurance reasons.  Volunteers may be required to stand and take numbers of overweight vehicles for one week.  Clerk to write to the Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Transport Panel for co-operation. Carol Viney and David Woodward to pursue.  

275.04
Clerk to write to Sonning Common Parish Council to request information about how they obtained their permanent speed sign located opposite the Bird in Hand pub and how effective they felt it had been.  The council will consider the purchase of a permanent speed sign but will need to consider where it will be most effective in the parish.    

276/07
Code of Conduct

276.01
The council have been supplied the revised code of conduct via hard copy and via email.  The resolution to accept the revisions was discussed.  David Woodward proposed they be accepted.  This was seconded by Chris Jensen.  All agreed.   
277/07
Provision of Caravan Sites for Gypsies and Travellers

277.01 The council have received a consultation from SODC requesting information from   

local residents about the provision of new sites for travellers.  The council reviewed the consultation and agreed various measures to help to address the provision of new sites.  Clerk to send consultation back. 

278/07
Matters for future consideration
279/07
Date of next meeting  - The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th September 2007, to commence at 7.45pm.  

The meeting closed at 10.45pm

Chairman

