EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Eye & Dunsden Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 19th June 2007 at Dunsden Village Hall commencing 7.45pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:   Councillors David Woodward, Chris Jensen, Francis Phillimore, Barry Hatch, 

     3 members of the public

249/07
Apologies



Carol Viney (OCC) , Sara Granshaw,  Malcolm Leonard (SODC) and Robert Peasgood   

               (SODC)

250/07
Declarations of interest

David Woodward declared a personal interest in planning application, PO7/E0704.

251/07
Minutes of the last meeting

Chris Jensen proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2007 be 
adopted, omitting the last line of minute 220.5.  This was seconded by David Woodward.

252/07
Matters arising from the minutes

252.01 Safety at Sonning Bridge. A meeting is to be had with a Senior Councillor, Carol 

Viney (OCC) and a member of the parish council to address the issue of the proximity of the stop line to the traffic lights which is unsafe for waiting cars, pedestrians and cyclists.   The council decided to amend their decision to request white lines and hatching over the bridge as the result would be detrimental to the appearance of it.  All agreed.  The focus will be on measures to increase safety of traffic exiting the bridge and also on extending the footpath over the bridge to increase safety of cyclists and pedestrians whilst travelling over it.

252.02 Following a meeting with Peter Ronald (Area Traffic Engineer) and Barry Hatch 

it has been agreed that: “SLOW” will be painted at each bend along Church Lane; a double bend warning sign will be included below and existing road narrows sign at the  Sonning Common/Emmer Green crossroads and that all vandalised road signs will be mended and vegetation cut back.  Clerk to action letter to Peter Ronald to confirm proposal and to retract the request for white lines over the bridge.  

253/07  County Councillor's Report

None

254/07
District Councillor's Report

254.01 At the last council meeting the list of appointments to committees was 

confirmed.  Rob Peasgood will sit on the audit & corporate governance and planning committees.  Malcolm Leonard has been elected to the licensing committee.

254.02 Regarding the complaints relating to the Mill House, Sonning Eye; the matter is 

being dealt with extensively by the appropriate departments at SODC and the parish will be briefed on the outcome.  

254.03 Extension of AONB.  The matter is being investigated and will be a lengthy 

process.  There will be further information available at the next council meeting. 


255/07 Matters raised by members of the public
The meeting paused to allow members of the public to put questions to the council.  

255.01 Stop Line Sonning Bridge.  A resident living close to the bridge questioned the 

progress of measures to move the line and to increase the safety of pedestrians and cyclists on the bridge.  A concern was raised about the possibility of encouraging speeding cars at quiet periods if the line was moved back to open up the area.

255.02 Mill House.  There were several reports of environmental disturbance caused by 

receptions held at the Mill House, going on until past 2am.  The disturbance carried on even after this time with crowds of disorderly people and motorcycles also an alleged assault was reported as having taken place.  The owner has no entertainment or alcohol licences and the event caused a large tail-back of traffic by SonninIt has been alleged that he has converted outhouses to living accommodation without planning consent. The matter is being dealt with by Luke Blewitt (Environmental Services, SODC).  

255.03 Po7/E0704  Berrybrook House planning application.  The neighbours behind 

the property hadn’t been consulted about the application, which would directly effect them.  Parish council to consult them, Clerk to email Rob Peasgood to inform him. 

255.04 Member of the public questioned the cleaning and cutting back of vegetation of 

the weight limit sign before the Sonning Eye roundabout.  Clerk advised it was being done as part of the ‘cleaner greener’ scheme at OCC.  

255/07 Financial Matters
255.01
The financial summary was tabled along with the Annual Return form.  David Woodward proposed that this be signed.  All agreed. 

256.02
The accounts were presented for payment.   Francis Phillimore proposed the accounts be paid. This was seconded by Barry Hatch.

256.03  The financial position was circulated. 

256/07
Planning Matters


New Applications: 
PO7/E0667   1 Homestead Cottages, Henley Road,              Recommended for approval

 Playhatch, RG4 9QR;  New Glazed link from dwelling and refurbishment of existing barn.  

PO7/E0704  Berrybrook House, Playhatch Road, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TU

Two storey side extension.  Neighbour still needs to be consulted.  A working party to be formed.  Barry Hatch to conduct consultation and forward response to planning department. 

Applications Granted 
None

257/07
 Website


To be deferred until the next meeting.

258/07  Village Hall

244.01 The next bonfire night will be held on November 2nd 2007. 

259/07  Allotments
259.01 Clerk to enquire about insurance of individual items on allotments.  

260/07
Highways, Footpaths and Open Spaces

260.01 Traveller Deterrence.  The bund has been created and looks to provide a 

substantial deterrence from traveller occupation.  Concerns have been raised by Councillors and other parishioners as to the size of the actual bund and ditch compared to the plan given to the contractors.    The ditch is 1m wide and not 1.5m wide as originally agreed, and the bund is low.  Barry Hatch to ring contract manager to inform him and Clerk to send a letter. 

260.02 SODC have agreed to supply trees for planting alongside the bund.  Suggested choices were Willow and Sweet Chestnut or Cherry Trees.  The Councillors expressed an interest in cherry trees in addition to willows.  Chairman to pursue with Forestry at SODC.  

260.03 Clerk to write a letter to OCC to ask them to cut grass alongside A4155.  

260.04 Mill Yard.  To be deferred until the next meeting.  Clerk to chase Malcolm Leonard.  

260.05 Signs in Sonning Eye.  A meeting with Mark Francis (OCC)  has been scheduled to address HGV and Weight limit signs. 

261/07
Matters for future consideration

Safety & Speed through Sonning Eye



Code of Conduct

262/07
Date of next meeting  - The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th July 2007, to commence at 7.45pm.  



The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

                                                                               Chairman

