EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Eye & Dunsden Parish Meeting held on Thursday 23rd March 2006 at Dunsden Village Hall commencing 7.45pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present:   Councillors David Woodward, Chris Jensen, Sara Granshaw, Francis Phillimore, 

Barry Hatch        Peter Saint (allotments)

31/06
Apologies



Carol Viney

32/06
Declarations of interest

Sara Granshaw declared a non-prejuidical interest in the rowing course, Sonning Eye

33/06
Minutes of the last meeting

Francis Phillimore proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 16th February 
2006 be adopted as amended.  This was seconded by Barry Hatch.

34/06
Matters arising from the minutes


34.1
David Woodward updated the meeting on the STOP! campaign.   


Following Anne Ducker’s (Leader SODC) successful vote at a recent 


SEERA meeting the 6 parishes are now excluded from the 

SEERA western corridor, and the STOP campaign has ceased its call for parish polls.  






The STOP campaign will continue to press for the 6 parishes to be included in the Chilterns AONB.


34.2
Francis Phillimore asked if there  had been any progress on the gulleys  at 

Playhatch.  Clerk advised no significant progress but would follow it up 


again and keep the matter as an agenda item.


35/06
County Councillor's Report


Verbal report via David Woodward


35.1
Police authority delighted they are to remain untouched by recent reforms, 

however, they will incur additional expense to comply with government’s new 


requirements.


35.2
Carol has resigned as chairman of TCCG

36/06
District Councillor's Report


No Report.  No apologies.


Send email to Malcolm Leonard cc to Nigel Spencer-Jones asking for email report.

37/06
TCCG Update


37.1
David Woodward updated the meeting on TCCG.  Letter received from 


David Robertson, OCC, who explains that OCC are committed to solving 


the problems in the area by way of enhanced public transport measures but 

not to building a third bridge.  He emphasised the need for all authorities to 

work together.  Clerk to respond to letter from David Robertson, OCC with 

the council’s comments and copy to TCCG.


37.2
As 2 of the parish councillors were not on the council when views were 


originally sought, David Woodward wanted to review the situation and see 

what the current feeling is amongst councillors.  He explained that the next 

objective of the TCCG is to urge the inter-council Joint Working Party to adopt the TRL traffic model rather than that offered by Reading, which was felt to be biassed. The meeting put forward suggestions as to how the excessively high traffic movements could be reduced and the road 


made safer: cyclists and pedestrians are at risk on their journeys through Sonning  Eye:  


suggest widening/creating footpaths on B481.  Weight limits are regularly abused and signage 

should be further back at Playhatch or at the roundabout at Sonning Eye 


and limits should be enforced. Measures to restrict traffic flow, such as chicanes, should be considered, so as deter motorists from travelling through Sonning Eye in the light of proposed one-way  flow over Reading’s bridges.



Rather than looking at building another bridge we should be looking at 

improving what is there.



It was pointed out that the TCCG provides a forum for representatives of parish councils.



It was agreed that the parish council will maintain a presence on the TCCG 

group.  David Woodward agreed to remain as representative.

38/06
Newsletter/Website

David Woodward had been approached by Stephen Humphries who volunteered, free of charge, to maintain our website.  He currently runs the website for Sonning. The council were happy to progress the offer.   Councillors can check out what he does at www.sonning.net.  David Woodward will invite Stephen to the next meeting.

39/06
Matters raised by members of the public
The meeting paused to allow members of the public to put questions to the council.  


There being no further questions, the meeting resumed.

40/06
Financial Matters


40.1
The financial summary was previously distributed.



The accounts for March 2006 were presented for payment.   



Chris Jensen proposed these be paid.  This was seconded by Francis 


Phillimore.

41/06
Planning matters:










New Applications 


P06/E0209  Travis Perkins, Henley Road, Playhatch

REFUSED


Demolition of existing buildings and replacement with new steel framed warehouse to serve 
existing builders’ merchants


Applications Granted by SODC


P05/E1342 2 Playhatch Cottages, Playhatch


Creation of 3M wide vehicular access from Playhatch Road into 2 Playhatch Cottages and 
erection of a 1.8M fence along the southern boundary of the property


P05/E0080/RLB & P05/E0050/RET  The Homestead, Sonning Eye


Amendment to planning permission P04/E0711/RLB to include raising the height of 


the pyramidal roof and the lowering of the window lintels on the extension 
(Retrospective).


Amendment for information only


P05/E1312 Brewers Cottage, Dunsden


Replacement of existing garages with new garages, games room in loft area


Floodlight on Homestead Barn – Sonning Eye


Sara Granshaw advised that the lights on the barn are on most of the time and are 
intrusive. 4 of the 5 residents  do not have any objections.  1 resident wished it to be brought to 
the council’s attention.


Clerk to check planning permission on the Barn.  Front lights are decorative.  Back 
are security lights.


Rowing Course security lighting – Clerk to write to Appeals and Enforcement.  Lights are on 
all through the night.  Planning conditions expressly state no lighting.

42/06
Parish Plan


Sara Granshaw had spoken to Lis Ransom .  Clerk passed to Sara 
Granshaw a copy 
of the Shiplake Parish Plan for information.  Possible joining of forces with Binfield 
Heath Parish Council as they are in the process of deciding whether they will 
proceed with a parish plan.


Councillors felt it was a positive project but it might be better deferred to a future date to be decided as a communty orchard might offer a better opportunity to build community awarenesss.

43/06
Allotments


43.1
Allotment rules to include ‘the erection of any fencing is subject to written 

consent from the parish council’.



Allotment rules to include ‘The use of a hosepipe is subject to local and 


national hosepipe restrictions.  Anyone using a hosepipe during such 


restrictions does so without the council’s permission and will be 



responsible for any fines or penalties received’


43.2
Rent review - increase to £15 per annum.  Retain 50% for senior citizens.  

Hosepipe charge to remain £10 per annum.


43.3
Allotment parking – council agreed to take no action.


43.4
Quote from N & P Prickett for post and wire fence on Spring Lane 


allotment to separate permissive path from allotment plots.  Cost of 



£320.50 plus vat.  David Woodward proposed that the work be carried out.  

Seconded by Chris Jensen.    

44/06
Eye & Dunsden Village Hall

Chris Jensen advised:


44.1
Show held 2 weeks ago was successful.  There will be an art show in the 


Palmer Room in June.


44.2
Village Hall Land Swap – Clerk had previously distributed advice from 


OALC.  Copy of deed supplied to be sent to OALC for their advice on how 


the disposal of the land should be handled.



David Woodward and Sara Granshaw to provide additional information

 

relating to the management and running costs of the proposed community orchard 


upon receipt of which a decision can be reached.  



Chris Jensen to bring the quotes for best and intermediate quality of car

 

park surface to the next meeting.

45/06
Highways, Footpaths and Open Spaces


45.1
Update on Playhatch traffic calming – clerk advised that information 


received recently from Peter Ronald, OCC Highways was that any traffic 


calming measures were now only possible where an accident has happened.  

This is new ruling from Government.

45.2 Traveller deterrence on A4155 – nothing to report.  Clerk has been trying to 

obtain information from Gary Markham.  Savills have also offered a supply 

of soil so the project can now go ahead.  Clerk to request OCC Highways put 

together a schedule of work and move the project forward. 


45.3
New car park at Dunsden Church – work is now going ahead on creation of 

the car park and will affect the footpaths. David Woodward has spoken to 

David Bounds at Chiltern Society who has raised no objections.  A scheme 

is proposed to plant large amounts of snowdrops at the church.  Council 


has been asked for a grant to supply snowdrop bulbs.  Clerk to send a grant 

application to John Bodman. 

46/06
Report on Consultations


Oxford Minerals & Waste Development  Framework – OCC


Statement of Community Involvement – David Woodward


Nothing to report.


Joint Minerals & Waste Local Development Framework


Berkshire Unitary Authority – David Woodward/Sara Granshaw


Nothing to report.

47/06
Matters for future consideration

None

The meeting closed at  22.20hrs 











Chairman

