EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Thursday 17th February 2005 at Dunsden Village Hall commencing 7.45pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Councillors David Woodward, Chris Jensen, Francis Phillimore, Wendy Oxlade,
Ronnie Emmanuel, Councillor Carol Viney (OCC), Councillor Malcolm Leonard (SODC)
4 members of the public (see attached list)
1.
Apologies



None received
2.
Minutes of the last meeting

Chris Jensen proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th January
be adopted as amended.  This was seconded by Ronnie Emmanuel.
3.
Declarations of interest

3.1
Francis Phillimore declared a personal interest in the Planning Application 

for the Airwave Mast at Emmer Green detailed below and a personal and 


prejudicial interest in the Village Hall Land Swap as detailed below.

3.2
David Woodward declared a personal interest in the Lafarge Planning 


Application as detailed below.

3.3
Wendy Oxlade completed the new councillor forms.
4.
Matters arising from the minutes

4.1
No further information on Foxhill Lane re-surfacing.


4.2
Clerk had not yet been able to set a date for the new Traffic Engineer to 


visit the parish.


4.3
Clerk read a letter from the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal thanking 


the council for its recent generous donations.


4.4
The explanation by Francis Phillimore regarding the Grants/S137’s was 


deferred to a later meeting.


4.5
Clerk had ascertained that chickens were allowed to be kept on allotments.


4.6
Clerk advised that another plot at Spring Lane allotments had been let.


5.
County Councillor's Report



Carol Viney advised:


5.1
The updated situation with regard to SEERA and the County 



Council’s views.



5.2
The County Council’s budget had been set at 4.5%.  This had been 


agreed at the recent full council meeting.  The police authority 



budget had been set at 4.89%



5.3
The next Thames Crossing Councils Group meeting will be on the 


28th February at the Dunsden Village Hall


6.
District Councillor's Report



Councillor Malcolm Leonard advised:



6.1
The full council were due to meet to decide the District Council’s 



budget which should be around 2.5%.  If this figure is agreed, it will 


be the lowest in the country.


6.2
With regard to the shortfall in the District Council’s pension 



scheme, it has been decided to take £5m from capital which will 



eliminate the need to add the cost to council tax.



6.3
There is to be a SEERA meeting at Reading University on 24th 



February.  SODC are attempting to purchase tickets to give to 



parish councils.  Eye & Dunsden parish is in the western corridor 


which is linked to Reading and could ultimately be ‘lumped’ 



together with Reading for future policy decisions.    


6.4
An anti- littering campaign is being launched and presented to 



schools in the district.

7.
Matters raised by members of the public
The meeting paused to allow members of the public to put questions to the council.  

7.1
Mr Gary Markham discussed the bund on the A4155 and had made good 


progress with Hansons who had offered to fund this initiative.
Richard 

Dudding (OCC) and a representative from Hansons are meeting next week.  

David Woodward asked if the council could have sight of the designs before 

they are agreed.  David Woodward also advised that Inspector Robertson, 

who dealt with issues with gypsies, has been replaced by Mr Mike Simm.

7.2
The signs at the garden centre were discussed.  It was felt that there are 


now too many.  Also the amount of cars which are parked outside the 


builders merchants on a regular basis may be breaking planning 



regulations.  Councillor Leonard suggested that Appeals & Enforcement at 

SODC be contacted.  Clerk to progress.

The meeting resumed.
8.
Financial Matters


8.1
The balance of the bank accounts are : Savings account :   £12,576.31






          Current account :   £  1,979.55

8.2
The accounts for payment for January were presented.  Chris Jensen 


proposed that these be paid.  This was seconded by Francis Phillimore.

9.
Planning matters:

New Applications


P05/E0130/CM   Lafarge Aggregates Ltd, Caversham Quarry, Sonning Eye


Extraction of sand and gravel from the northern extension to the existing Caversham 
Quarry

DEFERRED

P05/E0100/T56  Caversham, Thames and Kennet Marina


Addition of headframe at 15m to base onto existing lattice mast to accommodate 
relocated 02 antennas and new T-Mobile antennas
APPROVED

P05/E0080/RLB (Retrospective Listing Building)


The Homestead, Sonning Eye
REFUSED

Amendment to Planning Permission P04/E0711/RLB to include raising the height of 


the pyramidal roof and lowering of the window lintels on the extension. 
Retrospective.



Permissions Granted


P04/E0904  Reading Sailing Club, Sonning Eye


Erection of single storey steel building to replace the old Clubhouse which was 


destroyed by fire. (As amended by Drawing Nos. 1,2,3,4 and 5 accompanying letter 
received on 17th September 2004).
Planning Decision Database – David Woodward suggested that it might be a good idea for the clerk to hold a planning database so that the council could quickly refer to past applications to source information such as the decision made by the council on particular applications.  Clerk was not sure how this would work but it would be looked into.
10.
Eye & Dunsden Village Hall

Chris Jensen advised:


10.1
The bookings are now very good with both halls booked most of the time.


10.2
The Management Committee had voted against the proposed land swap 


proposal.  They feel there is no benefit to the hall.   However, the committee 

have put forward a suggestion that half the field behind the hall is given to 

Savills (Phillimore Estate) in return for part of the remaining half being put 

over to car park at Savills (Phillimore Estate) expense.  Chris Jensen will


obtain further details and report back at next meeting.
11.
Highways, Footpaths and Open Spaces


11.1
The Green Gym have finished at the site of Penny Pond.  They would be 


able to plant trees for the parish next winter.


11.2
Regarding the litter in the lay-by in Spring Lane – Clerk to contact 


Highways Dept to see if the lay-bys can be removed.  


11.3
Philip Padfield had asked David Woodward, prior to the meeting, if the lay-

by opposite his house in Sonning Eye could be removed.  The council did 


not think this would be possible.  Clerk to speak to Highways Dept to see if 



anything could be done to stop it being used as a rubbish dump.

11.4
Sonning Bridge – Carriageway and vehicle widths – to be deferred to the 



April meeting.

11.5
South East Plan – Defer to later meeting.  Wendy Oxlade to take the file



and report to council at the next meeting.

11.6
Spring Lane/Old B481 – litter.  Clerk has requested that Public Amenities 

arrange for litter to be picked up.


11.7
Tree planting – no further news.

11.8
Furleigh Slipway.  David Woodward had been in contact with Robin Ford of 

the Thames Traditional Boat Society who has said the slipway would be 


perfect for unpowered craft such as canoes and dinghies.  They will notify 

the Environment Agency (EA) that the slipway exists.  The EA may be able 

to make a grant to improve it.  Robin Ford mentioned a ‘bump’ in the soil 

on the slipway which may have to be levelled.  It was agreed to wait and see 

what the EA say.


11.9
Discouragement of travellers onA4155.  This was discussed under Public 


Questions.


11.10
Chiltern Society Footpath Report.  Deferred until next meeting.

12.
Poor’s Land Charity Representation

David Woodward advised that Susan Spiers will represent the council on this 

committee.

13.
Spot Listing of buildings/letter boxes in the parish

Deferred to a later meeting

14.
Conservation Area Maps

It had been asserted by a member of the public at a previous meeting that Playhatch 
was in a Conservation Area.    The Clerk was asked to find out if this was the case.

15.
Matters for future consideration

None requested.

15.
The date of next meeting will be Thursday 17th March 2005

The meeting closed at 10.45pm










Chairman
