EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Binfield Heath Parish Meeting held on Thursday 14th October 2004 at Dunsden Village Hall commencing 7.45pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Councillors David Woodward, Chris Jensen, Ronnie Emmanuel, Francis Phillimore, Councillor Carol Viney (OCC),  Councillor Eddie Rudge (SODC)

A 1 minute silence was held before the meeting to remember David Jackson and the contribution he made to the parish over many years.

1.
Apologies



None received

2.
Minutes of the last meeting

Ronnie Emmanuel proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th August
 
be adopted as amended.  This was seconded  by Chris Jensen.

3.
Declarations of interest

None received

4.
Matters arising from the minutes


Francis Phillimore raised the Planning Application for Old Thatched Cottage and in 
particular the absence of a report at the last meeting.  He advised that the planning 
application had been returned refused by this parish and explained a query had been 
raised about the listing of the building.  That the building was listed had been 
confirmed by the subsequent receipt of a planning application for listed consent.


Francis Phillimore advised the council that Furleigh Bank was registered as 
common land although it is owned by the parish council. 

5.
County Councillor's Report


Carol Viney advised:


5.1
County Council staff in the Social and Healthcare Dept have earned a 


Charter Mark for the high standards of day services for adults with learning 

disabilities.  The team achieved a 100% pass for making effective use of 


resources – a first for any public organisation.


5.2
The Executive will be deliberating on the Chiltern Respite Care Centre on 

19th October.  Councillor Viney hopes to be there to champion her original 

proposal to offer the centre at a preferential price or on a long term lease.


5.3
Of a Government proposal to regionalise the fire service and to create a 


single control room at Guildford for the whole of the South East.  The 

County Council’s Community Safety Scrutiny Committee is holding a 

meeting on 25th October to discuss this matter.  All are welcome to attend.  Clerk to write a letter to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, copy to the Chief Executive at County Hall stating that the council's opposition to this proposal.


5.4
Foxhill Lane road surface has been taken up at County level.  There is to be 

some planed material, taken from a road in Thame, transported to Foxhill



Lane to upgrade the surface.


5.5
The Cross County Working Party set up to build a new Thames Crossing is 

to hold a preliminary meeting on 28th October to decide terms of reference 

and who should represent each area.

5.6
David Woodward mentioned an imminent application for gravel extraction at Soning Eye and explained that it was of local concern.  He explained that there was a general objection to the principle of the proposed extension


5.7
Chris Jensen informed Carol Viney that there were no pavements in 


Playhatch and highlighted again the need for traffic calming.  Carol will take 

this matter up.

6.
District Councillor's Report


Eddie Rudge advised:


6.1
The determination of planning applications performance has continued to 

improve since April this year.  Further measures by the planning team to 

limit delays in the processing of applications resulted in the September 


figures being the best yet.


6.2
The Town and Parish Council forum was held at SODC on 22nd September 

with over 80 councillors in attendance.  This forum was designed to 


strengthen links councils in the dirstrict, to discuss current issues and to 

work with the parishes to tackle issues raised.


6.3
District Election for Sonning Common ward was held on 23rd September 

following the death of Henry Kemp.  The Conservative candidate, Paul 


Harrison, was returned with a resounding majority.


6.4
CCTV cameras in Henley should be operational by the end of November this 

year.

7.
Matters raised by members of the public
The meeting paused to allow members of the public to put questions to the council.  There being no questions, the meeting resumed.

8.
Financial Matters


8.1
The balance of the bank accounts are :
Savings account :   £12,509.17








Current account :   £4089.19


8.2
The accounts for payment were presented.  Ronnie Emmanuel proposed 

that these be paid.  This was seconded by Chris Jensen.


8.3
The Clerk read out a letter of thanks from the CAB in Henley following the 

council's recent donation to them.

9.
Planning matters:

New Applications


P04/E1115  Mill House, Sonning Eye


REFUSED


Provision of new hard surface tennis court


P04/E1048  D W Archer Site, Henley Road, Playhatch

APPROVED


Erection of a temporary storage building


P04/E1013/LB  2 Playhatch Cottages, Playhatch

APPROVED


Relocation of existing pantry door and relocation of the back door.  Removing


partition walls in the bathroom.  Repainting of the front door.


P04/E1177/RET  Heather Cottage, Sonning Eye

APPROVED


Erection of a conservatory to the rear elevation, construction of a summer house and decking 
(retrospective)  This application did not appear on the agenda.


Amendments


P04/E0904  Reading Sailing Club, Sonning Eye

APPROVED


Erection of single storey steel building to replace the old clubhouse which was


destroyed by fire.  (As amended by Drawing nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 accompanying letter

 
received 
on 17  September 2004)


Permissions Granted


None


Permissions Refused


P04/E0915/LB and P04/E0487  The Old Thatch Cottage, Dunsden


Erection of a single storey side extension


Appeal Decisions




None


Licensing Consultation


Village Hall, Dunsden Green – Mr C Jensen (no objection lodged)

10.
Parish Walkabout

Clerk advised the council that there had been no real progress on the ‘wish list’.  
Contact had been made with Matthew Rowland-Jones today.  He confirmed that 
Spring Lane would be cleared of litter the following week. He was, however, still 
chasing on the remainder of the points.

11.
Gypsy Bank


David Woodward updated the council on this matter.

12.
Eye & Dunsden Village Hall

Chris Jensen advised:


12.1
The bonfire event is all set for 29th October at 7pm onwards.  The November 

entertainment has been organised and publicity is underway.


12.2
The hall is still very busy and bookings are on the increase.

13.
Allotments


13.1
Clerk advised that lengthy forms had been received from the Office of the 

Deputy Prime Minister relating to the 2 allotments sites in the parish.  The 

forms have to be completed so that the national register can be updated.


13.2
Clerk was asked to write to Alan Seymour as the asbestos roofing is still on 

his plot.  The council would like it removed.

14.
Annual Dinner Arrangements

Clerk copied to each councillor a Christmas menu from the Crooked Billet.  The 
council agreed that the annual dinner should be held there and agreed that it be held 
on Thursday 16th December as this date had been put by as a provisional meeting 
date.  Clerk to make necessary arrangements.

15.
Highways, Footpaths and Open Spaces


15.1
Foxhill Lane – this was discussed under the County Council report.

15.2
Playhatch Flooding -  Chris Jensen advised that the Drainage Engineer from 

OCC had visited Playhatch on 24th September (confirmed by a copy 


of a letter received from the OCC).  In brief, the gulleys would be 


cleared once per year, however, in this case, this would be upgraded to 2 or 

3 times per year.

The drainage system in Playhatch was of too low capacity. He confirmed that there were no other outfalls except through Playhatch.

Regarding the quarry at Playhatch, he checked the planning application for the site with the Counties Minerals Officer and the only restriction is that Hansons have to make sure the the wheels of its vehicles do not take detritus onto the highway.  He suggested that we ask Hansons to sweep the roads in Playhatch as a gesture of goodwill to the residents.


15.3
Wooden footbridge for Sonning Bridge – there had been no progress to 


date.


15.4
Playhatch Roundabout Sponsorship – Robin Page attended a meeting with 

Gina Coupar at SODC on behalf of the parish council.  Results were 


encouraging and discussions are progressing with the nursery.


15.5
Spring Lane clean up – litter was discussed under ‘Parish Walkabout’ and 

pot holes had been reported.

16.
There was no general repairs/maintenance defects reported.

17.
The date of next meeting will be Thursday 18th November 2004

The meeting closed at 9.40pm










Chairman

