EYE & DUNSDEN PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Eye & Dunsden Parish Council at Dunsden Village Hall on Thursday 15th July 2004, commencing at 7.45pm

Present :
David Woodward (Chairman), Chris Jensen (Vice Chairman), Lord 


Phillimore, Ronnie Emmanuel,  Eddie Rudge (SODC)



Member of the public: Sally Hughes – The Mill at Sonning

Apologies:
David Jackson, Carol Viney (OCC)

Declaration of Interest
:
Lord Phillimore declared an interest in the planning application for Row Lane Farmhouse

Minutes :
The council resolved that the minutes of the June meeting be received.  This 

was proposed by Chris Jensen and seconded by Lord Phillimore.

04/60
Matters arising from the minutes

49.5
The matter of the trees at Mill House, Sonning Eye.  Ronnie Emmanuel 


advised that work was still going on.  Eddie Rudge confirmed that the 


landowners were wrong to have felled trees without first seeking permission.  

The meeting was also told that very little could be done in retrospect as there 

was some confusion about which trees had been felled and which had blown 

down. There was no proof.  SODC had advised the landowners that, in future, 

permission needed to be sought before work could go ahead.



Ronnie Emmanuel advised that there was a willow tree overhanging the 


hump-back bridge and he was arranging for it to be trimmed.  He also pointed 

out that there were over-hanging trees at the Mill at Sonning.  As Sally 


Hughes present was present at the meeting, she confirmed that the work to 

rectify this would be done.


49.4
Edie Rudge updated the council on the matter of the withdrawn skip service.  

There had been a personnel change at SODC and David Dodds had taken 

over from Patrick Green in the Public Amenities Department.  David was 

new to the job so Eddie will keep on to him about the council’s wish to have 

the service re-instated.


55.2
With regard to the overhanging ivy on the Furleigh Bank footpath, David 

Woodward confirmed that he had spoken to the owners but nothing had been 

done as yet.  Peter Prickett to continue to ensure the footpath is kept clear.  

Clerk confirmed that she had written to Peter to request this.


56.4
With regard to Penny Pond, the meeting heard that more work had taken 


place there since the last meeting.

55.1
Ronnie Emmanuel confirmed that potholes at the Furleigh Bank car park 

had been repaired at his own expense. The council thanked Ronnie for this 

work.

04/61
County Councillor’s Report
There was no report as Councillor Viney was on holiday and not returning until 3rd August.

04/62
District Councillor’s Report

Eddie Ridge advised:


62.1
A Comprehensive Performance Assessment had been carried out by the audit 

commission.  The assessment was, in the main, good.  Some inadequacies 

were highlighted. Of the 5 grades, SODC was awarded a grade second from 

top.



62.2
The issue of parking in Henley was raised and advised of the forthcoming 

HALCRO report which will look at the parking strategy for the town.


62.3
David Woodward advised that he had had cause to call SODC planning 


Department and had found it difficult to get a member of the planning team 

to return his calls.  Eddie confirmed that the resources of the team were 


‘stretched’ but he would raise the matter with them.

04/63
Public Question Time

The meeting was suspended at this point to enable members of the public to speak.


63.1
Sally Hughes advised the council that the Sonning and Sonning Eye Society 

which is a conservation and campaigning group would be holding their first 

meeting on September 12th at The Mill.  There is a joining fee of £5.00 and 

the first speaker would give a talk on Lutyens.


63.2
Sally Hughes also advised that, at the last Sonning Parish Meeting, the 


possibility of a proposal to narrow the part of Sonning Bridge which is in the 

Sonning parish.  Sally asked the council what their views were with regard to 

this proposal.  Concerns over restricted access were raised.  A suggestion that 

a separate wooden footbridge on the outer side of the bridge be considered 

and to this end, a letter from the clerk to the Conservation Officer at SODC 

(nee Dr Cathy Baird) should be sent.  Clerk to write.

04/64
Financial situation


64.1
Bank Balances





Current

£  609.47 as at 9th July 2004




Savings

£ 9,810.49 as at 10th June 2004


64.2
Accounts for Payment.  



See attached addendum.  Ronnie Emmanuel proposed that the accounts be 

paid and this was seconded by Lord Phillimore


64.3
The clerk advised that the 2003/2004 internal audit had now been carried out 

by Duncan Ritchie.  A report from Duncan had been received stating that the 

accounts were in order.  The only issue that was raised was that the Clerk had 

no contract of employment.  It was suggested that the clerk speak to OALC to 

see if there is a standard document.

04/65
Planning Matters


New Applications


P04/E0814  Foxhill Farm, Foxhill Lane, Playhatch
APPROVED


Erection of single storey front extension and conservatory to the rear elevation 
(amendment to planning permission no P02/S0673)


P04/E0795/RET  The Eyot House, Sonning Eye

APPROVED


Erection of replacement fencing (retrospective)


P04/E0765/LB  Row Lane Farmhouse, Dunsden Green
APPROVED


Enclosure of open sides of existing field barn and provision of entrance doors to the 
north elevation


P04/E0711/RLB  Homestead, Sonning Eye (Retrospective Listed Building)


Amendments to approved scheme P03/S0264/LB to reconstruct barn and attach to 
existing house by means of extension

APPROVED


Permissions Granted


P04/0538  Old Well Cottage, Dunsden

 
Erection of first floor bedroom rear extension, new dormer window to the side 

elevation and single storey ground floor extensions.  Amendment to planning 

permission P03/E0891


P04/0177  The Barn House, Sonning Eye


Erection of a two storey front extension


P04/E0434  Upper Thames Motor Yacht Club, Mill Island, Sonning Eye


Extension to clubhouse


P04/E0454  Thames Water Pumping Station, Henley Road, Playhatch


Extension of existing tower to 17.5 metres mounted with telecommunications 
equipment for Orange and 3.  Installation of associated ancillary equipment.


Amendments


P04/E0435  Revisions to planning application for facilities building, Caversham 
Lakes.  Information only.

04/66
Planning Policy


An amendment to the Standing Orders relating to the Planning Policy was circulated 
prior to the meeting.  The proposed policy details the procedure of how planning 
applications from the district council are dealt with.  Lord Phillimore proposed that 
this policy be adopted.  Seconded by Ronnie Emmanuel.  All agreed.

04/67
Dunsden Village Hall

Chris Jensen reported:


67.1
A grant application form for small projects had been requested and received.  

If granted, would cover up to 50% of the cost of the project.  An estimate of 

all the internal and external works that the management committee wish to do 

is currently being sought.


67.2
The council resolved that the management committee is 100% responsible for 

all expenditure relating to the hall.  Lord Philimore proposed, therefore, that 

the payment made by the council in settlement of the heating installation 


costs earlier this year be treated as a loan and since the extent of the 


management committee’s responsibility had been clarified earlier in the 


meeting, the whole of the loan in question be repaid to the council.  No grant 

would be approved in relation to the installed heating.  Clerk to write to the 

management committee asking for repayment of the loan.  



David Woodward seconded this motion.  All agreed.


67.3
The decoration of the main hall is 50% complete.


67.4
Firework event planned for 29th October.

04/68
Police Liaison Meetings

The clerk advised that correspondence had been received from Inspector Jason 
Purnell (Henley Policy Station) advising of a quarterly forum whereby the police and 
parish/town councils could meet to discuss their objectives/concerns.  The first of 
these forums is to be held on 26th July 2004.  Clerk asked for a volunteer to attend to 
represent the parish.  No-one was available.   David Woodward may possibly be able 
to attend but will not know until closer to the time.

04/69
Allotments


There was nothing to report.  The matter of  parking provision was deferred to a later 
meeting.


04/70
Highways and Footpaths

70.1
Councillors had previously been advised that a pilot scheme ‘Parish 


Walkabouts’ was being trialled by SODC/OCC in August.  Representatives 

of the parish were asked to meet with district/county officers to discuss parish 

issues.  David Woodward offered to represent the parish.  Clerk to organise.


70.2
Chris Jensen advised that the rubbish left after the ‘travellers’ had departed 

was still evident on the Henley Road.  Also that a meeting had taken place in 

Playhatch which resulted in a proposal to produce a petition to obtain support 

from the businesses in the area who will be asked to write to SODC pushing 

for the provision of a bund.  David Woodward to ask Inspector Geoff 


Robinson for a copy of the plan which was produced showing how the bund 

should be constructed.  Clerk to ask OCC if they would allow the dumping of 

suitable soil on the site pending it being used for the bund construction.  As 

the soil seems hard to come by, it may only be possible to collect sufficient 

by the dumping of small amounts from different sources.  Clerk to ask 


Councillor Viney for her assistance.


70.3
Water leak reported by the Coach & Horses, west side of road, between 


crossroads and pub.  Clerk to deal.


70.4
Water leak reported halfway between crossroads and Church Lane at the Row 



Lane junction.  Clerk advised that this was an ongoing problem.


70.5
Foxhill Lane – the hedgerow need to be cut.  Clerk was asked to find out 


from OCC what the status of the road is.  Is the hedging the responsibility of 

the landowner or OCC.


70.6
Clerk to chase Brian Short to see if there has been any progress on our ‘wish 

list’ presented to him last November.

04/71
Repairs and Maintenance

Nothing to report.


04/72
Points of Interest

Lord Phillimore drew to the council’s attention the Countryside Agency May newsletter which had been in the Round Robin file.  In particular, the provisional map of Registered Common Land and Open Country.  He noted that Furleigh Bank was marked on the map as registered common land and wondered whether this was correct as it was owned by the council.  It was noted that the date for appeal was 20th August 2004 and suggested that a letter be sent in appeal prior to this date.  Clerk to deal.

04/73
Dates of forthcoming meetings
 






Thursday 26th August


Thursday October 21st



Thursday November 18th

Thursday December 16th (provisional)


All meetings will be held in the Palmer Room at Dunsden Village Hall and will 
commence at 7.45pm.  

Meeting closed at 10.07pm










Chairman

